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THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACTERIZED,  IN  A  BRIEF  EX¬ 
POSITION  OF  ROMANS  VII.  14 - 25. 

(Concluded  from  page  248.) 

III.  Doctrine.  Though  the  Christian  charac- . 
ler  is  marked  with  imperfection,  yet  the  principles 
and  practice .  of  holiness  greatly  predominate.  I 
shall  illustrate,  briefly,  the  two  facts  now  stated. 

I.  The  Christian  character  is,  in  this  life,  marked 
with  imperfection.  Would  we  be  satisfied  of  this  ^ 
1.  Let  illustrious  examples  pass  in  review.  Draw 
near  and  with  unjaundiced  eyes,  contemplate  those 
constellations  of  light  that  shine  in  holy  splendours 
in  the  firmament  of  the  church  of  God.  Where  is 
Abraham,  the  father  of  all  that  believe.^  Where  is 
Job,  the  sainted  sutFerer  ofUz.^  Where  is  David, 
the  inspired  minstrel  of  Israel,  the  man  after  God’s 
own  heart  ^  Where  is  Moses,  the  meek  and  intrepid, 
and  favoured  Prophet.^  Where  is  the  seraphic  Isai¬ 
ah.^  Lift  your  eye  to  the  heavens  where  they  shine! 
Have  you  reached  their  height?  Do  you  rival  their 
splendour?  Do  you  not  see  them  advanced  far  be¬ 
fore  you  on  the  celestial  arch  ?  In  the  brightness  of 
their  example,  do  not  you  direct  your  way  ?  Yet 
who  of  them  was  without  his  spot?  Not  one.  Those 
spots  are  disiiactty  marked,  to  humble  man,  and  deep- 
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ly  to  impress  this  lesson  on  his  heart,  a  lesson  which 
those  saints  well  understood,  that  salvation  is  of 
grace. 

But  here  is  another  cluster;  they  are  nearer  to 
our  view;  the  holy  ones  of  New  Testament  days. 
Among  tliem  sliines  conspicuously  the  ardent,  fhe 
generous  Peter.  But  amidst  that  brightness  which 
gives  him  the  character  of  a  star  of  the  first  magni¬ 
tude.  How  dark  yon  spots !  He  denied  his  Lord, 
and  sealed  tlie  denial  with  the  solemnity  of  an  oath. 
And  long  after  he  acted  a  part  very  inconsistent 
with  Christian  candour — he  dissembled !  Surprised 
in  some  unguarded  moments,  he  retreated  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  before  the  foe ;  but  he  regained  his  stand,  and 
defeated  the  enemy — he  wept  in  tears  of  godly  sor¬ 
row,  his  life  was  never  gone,  he  drew  upon  the  ar¬ 
mour  of  heaven  and  vanquished  his  enemies. 

But  if  any  among  the  sons  of  grace,  in  time,  verg¬ 
ed  on  perfection,  in  its  highest  sense,  Paul  and  John 
were  the  two.  Did  tliey  imagine  that  in  their  hearts 
and  livesthere  was  no  staini*  The  bitterness  of  Paul’s 
complaint  assures  us  it  was  otherwise  with  him — 
Romans  7,  23.  And  John,  by  the  spirit  of  inspira¬ 
tion,  stamps  with  the  seal  of  delusion,  the  sentiment 
which  affirms  of  any  living,  that  he  has  no  sin — 1 
John  1.  For  upon  earth,  it  is  the  view  of  inspiration 
says  it,  there  is  not  a  man  that  sinneth  not.  The 
practical  James,  the  determined  asserter  of  the  ne¬ 
cessity  ol  God’s  works,  declares.  In  many  things  we 
offend  all. 

2.  To  confirm  the  position  asserted,  the  inquiring 
mind  has  only  to  direct  its  view  to  the  extensive  de¬ 
mands  of  Jehovah’s  law.  It  is  spiritual  and  exceed¬ 
ing  broad.  Count  the  relations  of  life ;  calculate  the 
obligations  resulting  from  those  relations;  inquire  at 
the  spirit  of  God  85  to  the  tempers,  and  principles, 
and  motives,  and  ends  required  in  every  moral  act, 
in  the  discharge  of  those  obligations;  then  place 
yourself  in  the  presence  of  the  omniscient  God« 
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whose  eye  penetrates  the  deep  recesses  of  the  hu¬ 
man  breast ;  remember  that  he  is  glorious  in  holi¬ 
ness,  and  avenges  all  deception ;  say  then  that  you 
are  pure  in  his  sight.  No,  mortal,  you  cannot,  you 
dare  not,  you  will  not — such  a  declaration  would 
proclaim  your  guilt,  and  the  supplication ‘put  into 
your  lips  by  your  Redeemer,  daily  to  be  preferred  to 
the  throne  of  God,  would  prove,  your  delusion.  Par¬ 
don  my  iniquity  for  it  is  great f  forgive  my  trespasses, 
are  prayers  that  falsify  all  the  idle  dreams  of  sinless 
perfection,  which  visionary  mortals  are  found  to  in¬ 
dulge.  ^  . 

3.  The  analogy  of  God’s  dispensations  in  other 

departments  of  his  empire  disapproves  an  immedi¬ 
ate  sinlessness  of  character  in  the  saint.  It  is  true  in¬ 
deed,  thajt  he  who  is  born  of  God  sinneth  not — he 
makes  not  sin  his  business ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that 
he  feels  a  law  in  his  members  warring  against  the  law 
of  his  mind,  because  he  will  not  yield  himself  the 
servant  of  sin.  It  is  equally  true,  that  the  new  man 
is  not  perfect  at  once — that  he  must  grow  as  the 
iKjbe  to  the  stature  of  a  perfect  man  in  Christ.  It  is 
no  less  true,  that  he  shines  not  in  the  perfection  of 
holiness,  at  the,first  rising  of  the  day  star  of  grace  in 
die  heart ;  but  that  as  the  morning  light  he-  shineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.  This  is  corres¬ 
pondent  with  God’s  economy  in  all  his  other  ar¬ 
rangements.  , 

4.  For  the  present  state  God  has  furnished  no  e- 
conomy  adapted  to  a  sinless  being.  Laws  are  wise¬ 
ly  adapted  to  the  condition  of  every  creature.  Inan¬ 
imate  nature  is  regulated  by  principles  suitable  to  its 
state.  Mere  animated  nature,  rising  higher  on  the 
scale  of  being,  is  subject  to  appropriate  laws.  Man 
in  his  state  of  primitive  innocence  was  placed  under 
an  economy  adapted  to  rectitude,  in  probation  for 
confirmation.  In  heaven,  where  are  the  spirits  of 
the  just  made  perfect,  is  found  an  economy  addres¬ 
sed  to  them.  In  hell  is  found  one,  pressing  the  hope- 
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less  subjects  of  despair.  On  earth  is  one  to  inspire 
hope,  to  guide  in  the  way  of  life,  to  conduct  to  a  sin¬ 
less  perfection,  and  thus  prepare’for  the  felicity  of 
heaven.  But  there  is  no  economy  below  for  per¬ 
fect  beings.  The  dispensation  of  grace  contemplates 
its  subjects  as  imperfect,  addresses  them  as  such,  and 
urges  them  to  forget  what  is  behind,  and  press  to  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling ;  not  that  the 
point  of  perfection  is  attained  ;  but  that  it  is  attaina¬ 
ble,  and'  must  be  reached,  ere  the  immortal  spirit  be 
admitted  among  the  just  above. 

IV.  In  the  character  of  the  Christian  the  princi¬ 
ple  and  practice  of  holiness  greatly  predominate. 
This  appears  from  various  considerations. 

1.  The  state  of  the  true  Christian — not  under  the 
law,  which  as  a  broken  covenant  is  the  strength  of 
sin ;  but  under  grace,  securing  him  against  the  do¬ 
minion  of  sin.  •  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over 
you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law  but  under  grace.  In 
this  state  grace  reigns,  not  only  in  the  purpose  ol  God, 
and  in  the  gift  of  his  son  to  die  for  our  sins;  but  also 
in  the  heart  and  character  of  the  saved  sinner.  This 
reign  of  grace  breaks  the  power,  and  puts  an  end  to 
the  empire  of  sin  in  the  soul  of  man.  Under  two 
opposite  Lords  at  the  same  time,  man  cannot  be — in 
opposite  states,  he  cannot  at  the  same  time  be — one 
of  them  must  be  prevalent — and  that  of  the  saint  is 
grace.  It  reigns. 

2.  My  position  is  confirmed  by  the  inspired  testi¬ 
monies  to  the  character  of  believers — they  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  spirit  of  adoption — he  is  the  spirit  of  life 
— by  him  they  are  sealed  as  God’s  peculiar  proper¬ 
ty  ;  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people.  They  please 
the  Lord,  and  walk  with  him.  The  expression  de- 
jaoted  friendship  and  familiarity.  The  divine  law  is 
written  on  their  heart,  and  by  its  summary  princi¬ 
ples  are  they  influenced :  they  love  their  God,  and 
are  actuated  by  good  will  to  men.  They  are  the  ex¬ 
cellent  of  the  earth,  the  light  of  the  world — all  glori¬ 
ous  within.  But  this  is  obvious 
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3.  From  their  character.  It  is  not  an  occasional 
act,  nor  transient  impulse  that  constitutes  a  charac¬ 
ter.  It  is  that  which  is  habitual,  proceeding  from 
permanent  principles  that  does  so.  And  so  pre¬ 
dominant  is  holiness  in  the  Christian’s  life,  that  from 
it  he  derives  his  character.  Sin  he  is,  indeed,  char¬ 
geable  with,  but  it  is  not  his  trade.  It  is  an  occa¬ 
sional  surprise,  and  so  uncongenial  with  the  habitu¬ 
al  tenor  of  his  mind,  that  an  inspired  apostle,  em¬ 
ploys  the  expressive  declaration.  It  is  no  more  I  that 
do  it.  An  independent  empire  may  be  invaded,  and 
.depredations  may  be  committed  by  the  invaders, 
where  the  citizens  recognize  not  their  rights,  nor  vol¬ 
untarily  yield  up  the  fruits  of  the  soil  to  the  spoilers, 
nor  themselves  cs  captives  to  their  hands.  There 
depredations  may,  too,  exist  where  no  stable  domin¬ 
ion  can  be  fixed.  Thus  it  is  in  the  case  before  us. 
Sin  is  dethroned — satan  is  vanquished — the  world 
is  overcome — yet  moments,  even  when  these  rally ' 
their  scattered  and  vanquished  forces,  and  making  an 
attack  on  some  ill-guarded  point,  sorely  harass  the 
soul.  It  is  onder  such  circumstances  that  he  cries 
out,  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  These  remarks 
conduct  us  to  a  brief  improv  ement. 

1.  Let  us  contemplate  the  imperfection  of  the 
saint  in  the  present  life.  This  is  a  fact  amply  prov¬ 
ed  by  the  word  of  God,  and  verified  in  Christian  ex¬ 
perience.  I  am  carnal.  This  is,  indeed,  like  the 
other  parts  of  God’s  economy,  deeply  mysterious. 
God  loves  his  saints,  he  hates  sin,  and  so  do  they ; 
the  resources  of  omnipotence  are  at  his  disposal :  yet 
he  suffers  sin  to  stain  the  nature,  and  deform  the  fair¬ 
est  works  of  the  objects  of  his  everlasting  love;  he 
permits  them  to  be  harassed  by  temptation,  artd  to 
pass  many  a  day  of  sorrow,  and  many  a  night  of 
fear.  Why  is  it  so.^  It  is  so;  it  iythe  decree  of 
heaven,  that  in  this  world  the  children  of  grace  shall 
^.have  tribulation.  But  all  the  reasons  of  divine  wis¬ 
dom-in  this  arrangement  are  not  made  known.  Pet*' 
Von.  1.  25* 
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liaps  the  fnost  important  remain  a  secret  among  his 
liiffevealed  decrees.  Yet  some  may  be  admitted — 
it  comports  with  the  analogy  of  things. 

It  is  suitable  that  this  state,  when  imperfection  is 
so  prevalent,  should  try  the  saint,  teach  him  his  de¬ 
pendence,  and  make  him  know  the  difi'erence  be¬ 
tween  the  warfare  and  the  triumphal  crown.  He 
should  likewise  feel  that  his  salvation  is  of  grace  a- 
lone,  and  by  the  toils  of  earth  be  taught  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  heavenly  rest,  be  made  to  long  for  it,  and , 
at  last  sweetly  to  enjoy  it.  But 

2.  We  must  not  forget  the  safety  of  the  believeiv 
notwithstanding  his  imperfection.  His  comfort,  in¬ 
deed,  is  in  very  intimate  connexion  with  his  holi¬ 
ness.  If  low  in  the  attainments  of  the  latter,  his  ad¬ 
vancement  in  the  former  must  be  slow.  His  safety, 
too,  is  related  by  the  nature  of  things,  with  confor¬ 
mity  to  God,  and  submission  to  the  Saviour.  For 
without  holiness  none  shall  see  the  Lord.  The  full 
attainments  of  this  holiness  and  spiritual  joy  are  se¬ 
cured.  .  That  arrangement  of  grace  which  provides 
pardon  for  the  guilty,  and  appoints  the  mansions  of 
glory  to  the  holy,  will  perfect  that  holiness.  This 
purity  is  the  gift  of  grace  bestowed  through  the  me¬ 
diums  ordained  of  God.  This  is  indeed  not  the 
ground  of  security,  however  important  it  may  be,  and 
all  important  it  certainly  is;  it  is  the  evidence  of  an 
interest  in  that  ground.  He,  then,  who  possesses  this 
holy  principle,  however  small  the  portion,  may  be 
assured  of  its  being  perfected;  because  he  is  a  living 
member  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  out  of  his  fulness  he  re¬ 
ceives,  and  grace  for  grace;  for  his  guilt  is  taken 
away,  the  interdiction  of  the  curse  no  more  remains, 
his  title  to  heaven  is  hxed,  and  as  a  minor,  to  him, 
all  necessary  provision  is  secured,  in  order  to  his  be¬ 
ing  brought  to  the  stature  of  a  perfect  man  in  Christ. 
Let  the  saint  behold  his  security — the  stability  of  the 
everlasting  covenant — the  immutability  of  God’s 
promise— the  virtue  of  the  Saviour’s  blood — the  prev.- 
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aleiKfe  of  his  intercession — the  efficacy  of  his  holy 
spirit.  Whatever  clouds  may  obscure  the  lustre  of  the 
righteous,  during  the  night  of  time ;  whatever  eclipse, 
in  this  state  of  change,  may  darken  their  character, 
in  the  firmament  of  lieaven  they  shall  shine  as  the 
sun,  and  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever. 

3.  Be  it  known  that  this  doctrine  is  not  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  the  study  and  pursuit  of  holiness.  We  in¬ 
deed  wish  to  state  matters  as  they  are.  We  must 
not  speak  wickedly  even  to  promote  holiness.  We 
are  saved  by  grace ;  and  the  believer,  though  im¬ 
perfect,  is  sure  of  heaven,  and  is  secure  of  the  divine 
favour.  Yet  this  grace,  though  it  abounds,  gives  no 
indulgence  to  sin.  It  teaches  to  deny  all  ungodli¬ 
ness.  Sin  is  a  disease,  and  from  its  jiainful  influ¬ 
ence  and  deadly  tendency,  relief  is  earnestly  sought; 
heal  my  soul,  for  I  have  sinned,  is  the  prayer  of  faith, 
corresponding  with  the,  promise,  I  icill  heal  him.  It 
is  an  enemy  irreconcilable  to  God  and  to  virtue.  To 
it  they  can  stand  in  no  friendly  relation.  Against  it. 
.the  Christian  is  armed,  and  with  it  he  may  make  no 
truce.  To  this  course  he  is  constrained  by  the  love 
'  of  his  Redeemer.  The  love  of  Chidst  constraineth 
us.  To  it  he  is  impelled  by  the  indw'elling  princi¬ 
ple  of  sanctity,  by  which  he  is  distinguished  from 
those  who  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  His  eye 
is  opened  to  see  the  odiousness  of  moral  evil;  he  per¬ 
ceives  its  terrible  nature,  and  trembles  at  the  sight 
of  its  dreadful  forms.  He  departs  from  it,  in  it's  love 
and  pursuits,  he  clothes  himself  in  the  panoply  of 
lieaven,  the  armour  oflight,  and  wars  a  good  and  suc¬ 
cessful  warfare.  _  To  this  course  he  is  further  urged 
by  the  high  authority  of  his  God.  The  law  of  heav¬ 
en  is  perfect,  and  demands,  under  the  most  tremen¬ 
dous  sanction,  an  undeviating  obedience  Ifom  the 
sons  of  men.  The  principles' of  the  economy  of 
grace,  set  not  aside  the  obligations  of  this  law  as  a 
rule  of  life  :  for  tve  are  under  law  to  Christ.  The 
authority  of  the  eternal  rule  of.rectilude,  the  love  of 
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God  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  indwelling  power  of  grace. 

-  the  promise  of  celestial  aid,  the  assurance  of  accept¬ 
ance  and  glory,  the  example  of  illustrious  saints  in 
every  age,  the  desire  of  conformity  to  God  in  lioli- 
ness,  all  conspire  to  promote  the  sanctification  of  the 
believer;  and  under  the  influence  of  these  he  pres¬ 
ses  forward  to  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling;  he  runs  the  race  set  before  him:  he  de¬ 
parts  from  every  false  and  wicked  way;  and  while 
in  the  chains  of  corruption  he  leaves  the  votaries  of 
sin,  he  mounts  up  as  on  eagle’s  w  ings  toward  the 
better  country,  his  enemies  still  infesting  his  way,  but 
broken  in  power,  and  scattered  in  their  attacks.  Not 
ignorant  of  tlicir  stratagems  he  is  guarded  at  every 
point,  and  soon  w  ill  he  reach  that  bourne  w'hich  the 
enemy  dare  not  pass ;  soon  w  ill  he  enter  those  bles¬ 
sed  abodes  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  w  here  the  .weary  are  at  rest.  Then  looking  back 
on  his  fallen  state,  on  the  dangers  that  beset  him  in 
the  jouniey  of  life,  on  liis  numerous  imperfections, 
cn  the  proseiTation  ofthe  principle  of  holiness  amidst 
floods  of  depravity,  and  assured  that  the  wisdom,  or¬ 
der,  mercy  and-  stability  of  the  scheme  of  salvatioir,. 
have  been  his  safety,  from  his  lips  pass  the  loud  ac¬ 
claim,  strace,  grace  unto  it. 

ZUINGLIUS. 


MARTYRDOM  OF  THE  REV.  JAMES  GUTHRIE. 

(Concludecl  from  page  279.) 

This  pointed  and  pathetical  speech  had  some  influ¬ 
ence  upon  several  of  the  members  ofthe  house  ;  but 
his  death  was  designed.  It  was  resolved,  says  bish¬ 
op  Burnet,  to  make  a  public  example  of  a  preacher, 
and  so  he  was  singled  out. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  when  tlie  process  agains* 
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him  was  read  in  the  house,  he  immediately  deliver¬ 
ed  a  speech  so  affecting  and  close  to  the  purpose, 
which  though  it  had  not  the  Influence  that  might 
have  been  expected,  made  such  impressions  upon 
many  of  the  members,  that  they  withdrew,  declaring 
to  one  another,  as  they  went  out  of  the  house,  that 
they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  blood  of  this 
righteous  man  ;  but  his  judges  were  determined  to 
proceed,  and  accordingly  at  that  very  time,  his  in¬ 
dictment  was  found  relevant.  Bishop  Burnet  says, 
p.  127.  ‘The  earl  ofTweedale  was  the  only  man  that 
moved  against  putting  him  to  death.  He  said,  ban¬ 
ishment  had  been  hitherto  the  severest  censure  that 
had  been  laid  on  the  preachers  for  their  opinions, — 
yet  he  was  condemned  to  die.’  Though  the  day  of 
his  execution  was  not  named  till  the  28th  of  May, 
when  the  parliament  ordained  ‘Mr.  James  Guthrie 
and  William  Govan  to  be  hanged  at  the  cross  of  Ed¬ 
inburgh,  Sftturday,  June  1st,  and  the  head  of  the  first-  • 
to  be  affixed  on  the  Netherbow,  his  estate  to  be  con¬ 
fiscate,  and  his  arms  torn,  and  the  head  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  on  the  west-port  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.’  A 
gentleman  who  was  present  at  the  trial,  told  my  in¬ 
former,  one  of  the  present  ministers  of  Aberdeen, 
that  when  Mr.  Guthrie  received  his  sentence  upon 
his  knees,  he  rose  up  with  cheerfulness,  and  thus  ad¬ 
dressed  the  parliament,  ‘  My  lords,  may  never  this 
sentence  more  effect  you  than  it  does  me,  apd  let 
never  my  blood  be  required  of  the  king’s  family.’ 

The  iniquity  of  this  sentence  is  very  obvious:  nay 
the  king  himself  was  so  sensible  of  his  good  services 
to  him  and  his  interest,  when  at  the  lowest,  and  of 
the  parliament’s  severity,  that,  w’hen  he  got  notice  of 
it,  he  asked  with  some  warmth.  And  what  have  you 
done  with  Mr.  Patrick  Gillespie.^  It  was  answered 
that  Mr.  Gillespie  had  so  many  friends  in  the  house, 
his  life  could  not  be  taken.  Well  said  the  kine,  if 
-  I  had  known  you  would  have  spared  Mr.  Gillespie,  1 
would  have  spared  Mr.  Guthrie.  But  bad  his  ma- 
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jesty  linown  his  true  interest,  he  would  have  put  the 
management  of  his  affairs  into  other  hands. 

Mr.  Guthrie  was  in  a  most  serene  frame  all  the 
time  between  his  sentence  and  during  his  execution, 
on  the  1st  of  June.  Dr.  Burnet,  w  ho  w'as  present  at 
his  execution,  observes,  that  he  w’as  so  far  from  show> 
ing  any  fear,  that  he  rather  expressed  a  contempt  of 
death ;  that  he  spoke  an  hour  upon  the  ladder,  with 
the  composedness  of  one  delivering  a  sermon,  rather 
than  his  last  words.  His  last  speech  and  testimony 
is  in  Naphtali,  where,  among  other  things  becoming 
a  martyr  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  he  saith,  ‘  One  thing 
I  would  warn  you  all  of,  that  God  is — very  wrath 
with. Scotland,  and  threateneth  to,  depart  and  remove 
his  candlestick.  The  causes  of  his  wrath  are  many; 
and  would  to  God  it  were  not  one  great  cause,  that 
causes  of  wrath  are  despised.  Consider  the  case 
that  is  recorded  Jer.  xxxvi.  and  the  consequence  of 
it,  and  tremble  and  fear.  1  cannot  but  also  say,  that 
there  is  a  great  addition  of  wrath ;  1.  By  that  deluge 
of  profanity  that  overfloweth  all  the  land — in  so  far 
-that  many  have  lost  not  only  all  use  and  exercise  of 
religion,  but  even  of  morality.  2.  By  that  horrible 
treachery  and  perjury  that  is  in  the  matter  of  the  Co¬ 
venant  and  cause  of  God,  and  work  of  reformation; 
‘  Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,’  &c.  3.  Hor¬ 
rible  ingratitude.  The  Lord,  after  ten  years  oppres¬ 
sion — hath  broken  the  yoke  of  strangers  from  off  our 
necks,  but — the  fruit  of  our  delivery  is  to  .work  wick¬ 
edness,  and  strengthen  our  hand  to  do  evil.  4.  A 
most  dreadful  sacrificing  to  the  creature.  We  have 
changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  the 
image  of  a  corruptible  man,  in  whom  many  have  pla¬ 
ced  almost  all  their  salvation — and  have  turned  iliat 
which  might  have  been  a  blessing  into  an  idol  of  jeal¬ 
ousy,  by  preferring  it  before  him.  God  is  also  wroth 
with  a  generation  of  carnal,  corrupt,  time-serving 
ministers.  I  know,  and  bear  testiiuony,  that  in  the 
church  of  Sqotland  there  is  a  true  and  faithful  ininifl- 
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try — and  I  pray  you  to  honour  tliese  for  their  work’s 
sake.  But,  oh!  i!mt  there  were  not  too  many  who 
tniiid  eartuly  things,  and  Jire  enemies  to  the  cross  o 
.Jesus  Christ,  who  push  with  the  side  and  shoulder, 
who  strengthen  the  hands  of  evil  doers,  who  make' 
themselves  transgressors,  by  studying  to  build  again 
what  they  did  formerly  warranlably  destroy  ;  1  mean, 
prelacy,  and  the  ceremonies,  and  the  Service-book, 
a  mystery  of  inirpiity  that  works  amongst  ns,  whose 
steps  lead  unto  the  house  of  the  gicat  whore  of  Ba'by- 
lon,  the  mother  of  fornications ;  or  whosoever  else  ne 
l)e  that  budded  this  .Jericho  again,  let  him  take  heed 
of  the  curse  ofHielthe  Bethelite,  and  of  that  flying 
roll  threatened,  Zech.  v.  &c.  I  do  bear  witness  un-, 
to  the  National  Covenant  of  Scothmd,  and  Solemn 
league  and  Covenant  between  the  three  kingdoms. 
These  sacred,  solemn,  public  oaths  ol  God,  I  believe, 
can  be  loosed  or  dispensed  with  by  no  person,  or  par¬ 
ty,  or  powder  upon  earth,  but  are  still  binding  upon 
those  kingdoms,  and  will  be  forever  hereafter,  and 
are  ratified  and  sealed  by  the  conversion  of  many 
thousand  souls  since  our  entering  thereinto.  I  bear 
my  witness  to  the  protestation  against  the  controver¬ 
ted  assemblies,  and  the  public  resolutions, — I  take 
God  to  record,  upon  my  soul,  I  would  not  exchange 
this  scaffold  with  the  palace  or. mitre  of  the  greatest 
prelate  in  Britain.  Blessed  be  God  who  hath  show¬ 
ed  mercy  to  such  a  wretch,  and  has  revealed  his  son 
in  me,  and  made  me  a  minister  of  the  everlasting 
'gospel,  and  that  he  hatli  deigned,  in  the  midst  of 
much  contradiction  from  Satan  and  the  world,  to 
seal  my  ministry  upon  the  liearts  of  not  a  few  of  his 
people ;  and  especially  in  the  station  wherein  I  was 
last,  i  mean  the  congregation  and  presbytery  of  Stir¬ 
ling. — Jesus  Clirist  is  my  light  and  my  life,  my  righ¬ 
teousness,  rny  strength,  and  my  salvation  and  all  my 
desire.  Him!  O  him,  I  do  with  all  the  strength  of  mjr 
soul  commend  untc  you; — Bless  him,  O  my  soul! 
from  henceforth,  even  forever.’  He  concluded  with 
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the  words  of  old  Simeon,  ‘  Now  let  thy  servant  de¬ 
part  in  peace,  since  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salva¬ 
tion.” 


DIALOGUE  ON  DEATH. 

Margaret  and  Eleanor. 

Margaret. — Dear  Eleanor,  what  a  loss  I  have  suf¬ 
fered  in  the  death  of  my  affectionate  mother.^ 

Eleanor.^Xl  is  a  loss  indeed,  but  the  life  she  liv¬ 
ed,  and  the  death  she  died,  ought  to  comfort  you; 
for  it  would  be  wrong  to  doubt  that  your  Joss  is  her  gain. 

M. — As  respects  her,  that  is  true.  We  had  all 
that  we  could  ask  to  satisfy  us  that  death  to  her  was 
a  release  from  trouble.  But  all  this  does  not  make 
me  less  lonely,  fill  for  us  her  seat  by  the  fire-side  and 
at  the  table,  or  supply  her  kind  care,  counsel  and 
conversation. 

E. — It  does  not.  But  as  you  loved  her,  you  ought 
to  console  yourself  with  the  reflection,  that  though 
you  lose  these,  she  has  by  death  been  freed  from  all 
pain,  and  is  now  unspeakably  happy  in  communion 
wiih  the  Kedeemer,  with  glorified  angels,  and  glori¬ 
fied  saints. 

J\l. — Very  true.  Yet  there  is  another  source  of 
trouble  to  n\e.  My  own  death  seems  nearer  to  me, 
anil  ils  approach  has  more  of  reality  than  it  ever  had 
before.  I  think  oi  dyin^  when  awake,  and  dream  of 
it  when  asleep.  It  greatly  terrifies  me.  I  say,  l.ow 
shall  1  bear  to  closr  mv  eves  forever?  Hcav  shall  I 

w  «/ 

cease  to  be  litre How  shall  I  endure  the  call  when 
death  says,  yon  must  go.^ 

E. — All  this  you  knew  before,  for  so  your  father 
and  mother  taught  you.  That  “  it  is  appointed  to  all 
men  once  to  die,”  yon  were  as  certain  before  as  now. 

M. —  Very  true.  But  it  seemed  far  away,  so  far 
that  1  rarely  thought  of  its  coming  at  aih.  Sioce  hef 
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death  it  is  otherwise.  In  the  last  hour  of  her  life  I 
heard  her  say — “  My  daughters,  it  toas  but  the  other 
day,  I  was  young  as  you  are — now  I  see  the  gates  of 
death  and  must' shortly  pass.’^  These  words  sound 
in  my  ears.  I  may  live  some  years.  What'  are 
they  Soon  gone.  I  think  I  see  the  gates  of  death 
and  I  say  I  must  shortly  pass.  No  escape.  Oh!  the 
gloom  of  the  grave. 

E. — Parting  with  friends,  the  last  farewell,  the 
pains  of  dying,  the  coldness,  darkness,  stillness,  con¬ 
finement,  and  loneliness  of  the  grave  should  not  most 
alarm  us.  “After  death  the  judgment” — it  is - 

A/.— No  more.  I  know  it  my  dear  friend.  1  am 
unprepared  for  that  judgment.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  grave,  I  see  the  narrow  path,  by  which  my  mo¬ 
ther  ascended,  with  a  few  others,  to  the  blessedness 
of  heaven.  I  see  too  the  only  other  road,  broad  and 
descending,  along  w'hich  a  constant  stream  is  pourins:' 
info  the  gulf  of  misery.  One  or  the  other  way  X 
must  go.  O  !  how  fearful,  to  rush  with  that  crowd, 
into  perdition,  endless  perdition! 

E. — It  is  well  that  your  mind  is  thus  employed. 
But  this  should  not  be  all.  It  is  because  that  crowd 
is  condemned  by  the  judge,  that  they  are  going  down 
to  the  pit.  ' 

M. — This  too  I  know.  By  nature  I  am  a  child  of 
wrathj  sentence  of  condemnation  has  passed, on  me. 
“In  Adam  all  die.” 

E. — There  must  be  more.  It  is  God’s  justice 
condemning  the  sinner.  The  sentence  is  just,  or 
God  would  not  have  passed  it. 

' M. — Yes,  “death  is  the  wages  of  sin.”  None 
would  die  but  for  sin.  Dreadful  as  these  thoughts 
are,  I  fear  they  will  wear  off..  O!  how  dreadful  t# 
be  forever  seperated  from  my  motherj  she  in  heav¬ 
en,  I  in  hell ! 

E. — Yes,  truly,  but  you  should  rather  say  how 
dreadful  to  be  forever  seperated  from  God,  aiid  dwell 
VoL.  I.  2d 
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forever  in  torment  among  his  enemies !  Biit  your 
mother  was  a  sinner,  too,  she  was  .condemned  once. 
J\I.—So  she  often  told  us. 

E. — Who  saved  her.^  Did  she  save  herself.^  Had 
she  the  will  or, the  power 

M. — Neither,  so  she  said,  so  says  the  Bible.  It 
was  Christ  Jesus  who  saved  her. 

E. — Trust  in  him. 

JIf.— ‘O  !■  there  is  some  hope.  O  Lord  hear  my 
tnoth'er’s,  hear  my  prayers.  Blessed  Spirit,  guide 
me  to  my  mother’s  Saviour. 


CRITICISM  ON  PHILIPPIANS  II.  6 - 8. 

“  IFAo  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  rob¬ 
bery  to  be  equal  loith  God;  but  made  himself  of  no 
reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant, 
and  was  made,  in  the  likeness  of  men',  and  being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself  and  be¬ 
came  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.^'  ■ 

It  is  Jesus  Christ  of  whom  the  apostle  here  speaks, 
and  whom  he,  in  the  most  unequivocal  language  ex¬ 
hibits  as  both  God  and  man,  in  one  person.  He  is 
God,  gv  fiop^Kj  ©gou,  “  in  the  form  of  God.”  The  word 
p.op(p>)  is  found  Mark  xvi.  12.  He  appeared  in  anoth¬ 
er  form  (Aop^ij,  where  it  signifies  manner.  The  sep- 
tuagent  uses  it  to  express  figure  or  shape,  Job  iv.  16. 
“  Then  a  spirit  passed  before  my  face — but  I  could 
not  discern  the  form  thereof,”  Wigv  iJ.op<pr,;  and  Isaiah 
xliv.  13.  ‘‘And  maketh  it  after  .the  figure  of  a  man,” 
u<r  ixopipn  avSpos,  It  in  these  instances  refers  to  bod- 
ilv’  shape..  The  Latin  word,  forma,  whence  also  the 
English  word  forrii,  is  derived  from  this  Greek  root,, 
^nd'has  the  same  signification.  As  bodily  shape  be¬ 
longs  not  to  God  who  is  a  spirit,  the  word  must  be 
-  need,  in  application  to  him  figuratively.  What  then 
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is  its  import  ?  The  infinite  essence  of  Jehovah,  to 
which  belong  all  natural  and  moral  perfections.  Be¬ 
ing  in  the  form  of  God  then,  denotes,  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  essence  and  attributes,  by  Christ, 
the  son  of  God,  the  second  person  in  the  Godhead. 
That,  such,  in  fact,  is  the  sense  of  the  word  in  this 
place  is  put  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the'  succeeding 
clause;  “  he  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God.”  F or  any  creature  to  claim  equality  with  God, 
would  be  the  most  aggravated  species  of  robbery.-— 
an  attempt  to  rob  God  of  his  infinite  perfections.  The 
Socinian  gloss  does  violence  to  every  principle  of 
grammar  ;  it  is  as  follows,  “  he  seized  not  the  prey 
to  be  equal  with  God.”  The  verb  »)^£o,aai,  followed 
by  a  noun  in  the  accusative  and  an  infinitive  mood^ 
signifies,  to  think  or  suppose.  With,  a  genitive,  it 
imports  leading,  as  a  general  leads  bis  army,  and  is 
often  so  used  by  Xendphen  ;  also  in  ihe  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  as  by  Luke,  Acts  xiv.  12.  O  »)ys!fjijvog  rn  Xo/s," 
because  he  was  the  chief  speaker,  or  the  leader  of 
the  discouse.  In  the  construction  in  which  we  find 
it,  in  the  text  from  Philippians,  it  is  used  invariably 
to  signify  think,  or  suppose;  »)y»ju,£vos  is  a  com¬ 

mon  phrase  with  Xenophen,  and  can  mean  nothing 
else  than,  “  thinking  it  a  loss.” 

It  is  no  objection  to  this  interpretation,  that  ru  ufa, 
the  neuter  plural,  is  used  for  equal,  as  this  mode  of 
expression  is  common  both  with  the  writers  df  the 
New  Testament,  and  with  profane  writers.  The  vul¬ 
gar  phrase,  “  he  is  no  great  things,”  furnishes  a  sim¬ 
ilar  ideom. 

The  pre-existence  of  Christ  is  asserted  in  this 
text;  “he  being”  (u-ara^wv)  “  in  the  form  of  God,”  i.  e. 
before  “he  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took 
on  him  tlie  form  of  a  sertant.”  •  By  the  assumption 
of  our  nature,  he  became  a  servant,  before  which  he 
existed  in  the  form  of  God,  and  consequently  his 
pre-existence  is  plainly  attested.  A  mere  man  is 
not  humbled  by  his  coming  into  existence;  for  ho- 
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iniliation  implies  that  he  who  is  humbled  did  enjoy 
before,  a  higher  station  from  which  he  descended  to 
one  lower.  This  is  plainly  and  necessarily  implied 
in  the  word  sxevwtfr,  he  emptied  himself,  or  as  in  our 
version,  “made  himself  of  no  reputation.”  It  is  de¬ 
rived  from  xsvog  empty.  Now,  he  could  not  when  he 
became  man,  be  emptied  of  his  glory,  unless,  in  a 
pre-existent  state,  he  had  been  possessed  of  glory. 
That  glory,  we  learn,  was  so  great  as  to  set  him-a- 
bove  all  obligation  to  obedience ;  for  he  humbled 
himself,  erateivudev  eavlov,  and  became  obedient  even 
unto  death.  The  very  act  of  becoming  obedient  was 
an  act  of  humiliation  ;  and  hence  his  pre-existent 
glory  could  not  be  less  than  that  which  the  apostle 
•asserts  it  to  have  been,  “that  of  being  in  the  form  of 
God,  and  being  equal  .with  God.”  No  other  glory, 
however  great  could  free  him  from  obligation  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  for  the  highest  angel  is  as  much  bound  to  obey 
the  law  of  his  Creator,  as  the  meanest  member  of  the 
human  family.  Indeed  the  more  highly  he  is  exalt¬ 
ed  among  his  fellow-creatures,  the  more  intense  his 
obligations  to  obey  the  laws  of  his  nature.  How 
great  must  be  his  glory,  who  is  made  of  no  reputar 
tion,  and  humbled  by  rendering  obedience  to  the 
law  of  God  !  Not  that  the  second  person  of  the 
Trinity  suffered  any  change,  or  lost  any  of  his  es- 
aXintial  and  eternal  glory,  by  becoming  man  ;  but  on¬ 
ly  this  glory  was  obscured,  when  seen  through  the 
veil  of  his  humanity.  It  is  true  that  in  this  humani¬ 
ty,  we  behold  the  glory,  as  of  the  only-begotten  of 
the  Father.  But  what  was  all  this  compared  “with 
that  glory  w  hich  he  had  with  his  father  before  the 
world  was.^” 

The  very  becoming  obedient,  is  the  act  of  humil¬ 
iation;  the  damns,  “even  unto  death,”  is  a 

circumstance  increasing  the  depth  of  the  humiliation 
but  not  that  on  which  it  rests  chiefly.  It  was  chief¬ 
ly,  “  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man”  s-jpsdsis 

*/s  avdpw«o$,  and  becoming  obedient,  that  made  him, of 
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QO  reputation ;  for  the  use  of  the  Greek  participle 
in  this  form  often  denotes  the  cause.  And  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  consistent  with  the  ideom  of  the  language  to 
translate  the  sentence,  “by  being  found,”  &c.  he 
humbled  himself. 

We  have  then  clearly  assened,  in  language  the 
most  forcible,  both  the  proper  divinity,  and  proper 
humanity  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  these  are  in  one  per¬ 
son.  For  there  is  no  change  of  person,  as  it  is  he 
who  is  in  the  form  of  God,  and  equal  with  God,  that 
is  found  in  fashion  as  a  man — the  same  person  through¬ 
out.  The  humanity  is  assumed  into  a  personal  u- 
nion  with  him  who  is  equal  with  God. 

This  is  the  glorious  mystery  of  the  Mediatorial 
person  of  Christ,  who  must  be  God,  to  render  a  vol¬ 
untary  obedience,  and  to  give  dignity  to  his  suffer¬ 
ings  in  the  room  of  others.  He  must  be  man,  that 
he  might  suffer  even  unto  death,  for  as  God  he 
could  not  suffer.  He  must  be  both  these  in  one  per¬ 
son,  that  he  might  be  one  efficacious  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man.  He  must  be  in  the  form  of 
God,  and  equal  with  God,  that  he  may  sustain  the 
weight  of  government  to  which,  as  Mediator  he  ig 
highly  exalted,  over  all  things  in  heaven,  on  earth,, 
and  under  the  earth,  and  be  entitled  to  the  homage 
of  all  intelligent  creatures,  in  all  these  dominions  of 
God.  He  must  be  man  to  appear  in  our  nature,  as 
our  intercessor  within  the  vail,  and  exalt  our  nature 
to  the  most  intimate  fellowship  with  the  Godhead, 
“  At  the  name  of  Jesus,  then,  let  every  knee  bow.” 


I 

CAUSES^  or  FASTING,  BY  THE  REFORMED  PRESBY¬ 
TERY  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

4 

The  Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh,  under  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Preshyteriaji 

You.  I.-  26''^ 
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Church  of  JVorth  America,  being  met  and  conslitni- 
ed  at  Pittsburgh,  Oct.  2,  1822;  and  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  (he  aspect  of  Divine  providence,  are  per¬ 
suaded,  that  it  is  their  duty,  to  call  themselves,  and 
all  under  their  care,  to  the  exercise  of  solemn  hu¬ 
miliation  and  fasting  before  the  Lord,  and  they  here- 
by,appoinlthe  Rev.  William  Gibson  and  JohnBlack, 
a  committee  to  draft  and  publish  the  causes  thereof, 
with  all  convenient  speed. 

•  The  committee,  therefore,  present  the  following, 
among  many  other  which  might  be  mentioned,  as 
causes  of  fasting  and  humiliation  : — 

God,  in  his  providence,  appears  to  he  frowning  on 
our  country.  His  judgments  are  abroad,  and  his 
hand  is  lifted  up,  threatening  desolation  and  death, 
in  marjy  places  of  this,  hitherto,  highly  favoured  but  un- 
grateful;^land.  An  unusual  drought  has  prevailed  in 
many  parts  of  this  country,  during  the  preceding 
summer.  The  earth,  denied  its  usual  moisture,  the 
bottles  of  heaven  being  restrained,  has  not  in  the  ac¬ 
customed  manner,  repaid  the  expectation  of  the 
husbandman.  And  this  may,  also,  be  a  physical 
cause  of  the  pestilential  epidemic  now  exercising  its 
ravages,  in  many  of  the  cities  belonging  to  this  em¬ 
pire. 

But  the  angel  of  death  is  commissioned  from  on 
high.  The  plague  is  one  of  the  sore  judgments  of 
the  Almighty.  He  commands  the  pestilence.  He 
limits  or  extends  its  operation  according  to  his  sov¬ 
ereign  pleasure.  And  we  know  that  he  grieves  not 
willingly,  nor  does  he  affiict  the  children  of  men  for 
nothing.  While  others  are  investigating  its  natural 
causes,  and  sometimes  undevoutly  viewing  it  as  a 
“foul  fiend,”  which,  by  human  means,  they  may  be 
able  to  set  at  defiance,  and  finally  to  conquer — while 
in  public  discussions — in  reports  of  boards  of  health, 
and  in  the  disquisitions  of  physicians  scarce  ever  do 
we  find  the  slightest  allusion  to  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
it  is  our  business,  as  Christians,  to  examine  the  mor- 
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al  causey  and  trace  “the  finger  of  God,”  in  the  judg¬ 
ments  he  is  sending  forth  upon  an  ungodly  nation, 
who  “  regard  not  the  works  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  op¬ 
eration  of  his  hands.” 

The  Lord  is  displeased,  because  his  law  is  ne¬ 
glected,  his  Sabbaths  are  profaned,  by  the  unneces¬ 
sary  carrying  of  mails,  w  orldly,  business,  neglect  of 
ordinances,  and  refusing  to  call  “  the  Sabbath  a  de¬ 
light,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable,  doing  their 
own  ways,  finding  their  own  pleasures,  and  speaking^ 
their  own  words.”  Shall  not  his  soul  be  avenged  on 
such  a  nation  as  this'?  Nor  is  the  yellow  fever  the 
only  evidence  of  divine  wrath.  The  dysentery  and 
other  diseases,  are,  in  many  places  epidemical,  and 
i  accompanied  with  great  mortality.  Is  there  not  a 
S  cause  Let  us  trace  the  evil  to  its  origin.  Sin  ie 
the  cause  of  all  these  judgments.  Without  our  heav¬ 
enly. Father,  not  even  a  sparrow  can  die.  Jehovah 
kills,  and  he  alone  can  make  alive.  Let  us  humble 
ourselves  before  him,  for  we  have  sinned  against 
him. 

Whilst  w’e  contemplate  the  causes  of  divine  wrath, 
it  becomes  us  to  bewail  the  ignorance  and  insensibility 
of  the  generation  among  which  our  lot  is  cast  in  the 
world.  This  is  called  the  age  of  discovery — the  era 
of  gospel  light.  The  gospel,  it  is  true,  is  preached, 
and  the  sacred  oracles  are  enjoyed.  But,  alas !  men 
still  continue  shamefully  ignorant  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  that  Gospel,  and  the  unalienable  claims 
of  the  word  of  God,  to  direct  the  faith,  and  govern 
the  practice  of  all  to  whom  it  is  sent.  The  purity 
and  spirituality  of  the  everlasting  gospel — the  gra¬ 
cious  and  holy  doctrines  which  it  presents  to  our 
faith,  and  the  paramount  authority  of  the  divine  law, 
to  regulate  all  the  social  relations  among  the  sons  of 
men,  w'berever  it  comes,  are  badly  understood,  and 
not  unfrequently  denied. 

Ignorant  and  insensible  of  their  alienation  frona 
f>od,  and  the  danger  of  dying  enemies  to  the  holy 
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one  of  Israel,  thousands  are  wholly  unconcerned  a- 
bout  being  reconciled  by  the  blood  of  the  cross,  and 
in  careless  security  satisfy  themselves  with  a  form  of 
godliness,  while  destitute  of  its |?otcer.  Let  us  mourn 
and  be  in  bitterness,  and  say  unto  ourselves  and  oth 
ers,  Aioake,  O  sleeper,  and  call  upon  thy  God  ! 

Unbelief,  the  damning  sin  of  gospel  despisers, 
mournfully  prevails.  In  all  ages,  this  sin  has  slain 
its  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands.  By  unbelief, 
the  gospel,  in  its  power,  spirituality  and  soul-renew 
ing  efficacy,  is  entirely  neglected.  God  is  declared 
to  be  a  liar,  in  the  testimony  he  hath  given  of  his  son. 
Jesus,  the  Saviour,  is  shut  out  from  the  soul,  as  with 
gates  and  bars.  The  blood  of  the  covenant  is  tram 
pled  under  foot,  and  despite  is  done  to  the  spirit  of 
grace.  Faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ  obtains  the  par¬ 
don  of  all  sin  ;  but  unbelief  is  the  great  damning  sin. 
He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved;  but 
he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned.  Open  ye  the 
gates  that  the.  king  of  glory  may  come  in. 

‘Carnal  mindedness  among  professors  of  religion, 
is  a  cause  of  humiliation  and  mourning  before  the 
Lord.  Notwithstanding  the  awful  declaration,  tha 
to  be  carnally  minded  is  death,  few  are  inquiring'  a 
bout  spiritual  mindedness  in  their  own  hearts.  1 
worldly  spirit,  love  of  the  world,-  and  conformity  to 
the  world,  too  much  characterize  those,  who  by  thei 
profession,  have  declared,  that  they  are  strangers  an 
pilgrims  on  the  earth — that  they  have  here  no  abid 
ing  place,  no  continuing  city.  Arise  my  love,  myfai 
one  and  come  away. 

Neglect  of  ordinances  and  careless  performance  o 
duty,  is  also  «  cause  of  mourning.  Not  a  few  des 
pise  them  altogether.  Many  venture,  with  darin 
presumption,  to  substitute  human  inventions  in  th 
room  of  the  sacred  institutions  of  the  God  of  heaven 
Enthusiasm,  delusions,  the  cry  of,  lo!  here  is  Christ 
and  lo!  he  is  there,  when,  alas!  he  may  be  in  nom 
of  Uie  places,  lead  many  in  tire  way  of  destruction 
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Union  of  religious  parties,  Christian  charity,  and 
Catholic  communion,  are  the  rage  of  the  day.  These 
terms,  as  used  at  present,  are  employed  to  set  aside 
the  strictness  of  the  divine  law,  and  destroy  the  ve¬ 
ry  nature  of  testimony  bearing.  How  few  are  earn* 
estly  engaging  their  hearts  to  sanctify  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  and  to  let  him  be  their  fear  and  their  dread. 
What  neglect  of  closet  retirement — of  family  wor¬ 
ship — of  social  prayer.^  The  awful  threatening  that 
God  will  pour  out  his  vengeance  upon  the  heathen, 
and  upon  the  families  that  call  not  upon  his  name,  is 
little  regarded.  And  even  among  those  who  pay 
some  respect  to  the  divine  injunction,  proiy  withoui 
ceasing,  alas !  what  cold  formality,  what  careless  in¬ 
difference,  and  w'anderings  of  the  heart,  mingle 
themselves  with  the  sacred  devotion  !  Let  us  rend 
our  hearts,  and  cry  unto  the  Lord  for  the  spirit  of 
prayer  and  supplication  to.  be  poured  out  upon  us 
from  on  high. 

Immorality,  open  profaneness,  and  horrid  wick¬ 
edness  pollute  the  face  of  the.  earth.  Why  need  we 
specify  cursing,  profane  swearing, .  blaspheming  the 
sacred  name  of  God,  murder,  lewdness,  dishonesty, 
theft,  lying  and  slander.^  May  we  not  say,  with  shame 
and  confusion  of  face,  O  Lord,  which  of  thy  laws 
have  we  not  broken,  which  of  thy  precepts  have  we  not 
violated !  If  a  detail  of  particulars  be  required,  let 
ds  look  into  the  catalogue  of  sins  forbidden  in  all  th^ 
commandments,  and  there  may  we  behold,  as  in  a 
glass,  the  living  features  of  the  morally  deformed  and 
horrible  picture. 

The  rights  of  God  and  man  are  trampled  under 
foot  by  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Tiiis  affords  cause 
of  mourning  and  lamentation.  That  God  is  king  of 
nations,  and  has  a  right  to  give  laws  to  nations,  is  not 
regarded.  That  the  will  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
universe,  revealed  in  the  Bible,  ought  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  ^s  the  law  paramount,  by  all  nations  who  enjoy 
divine  revelation,  i.s  neither  believed  aor  acted  upon* 
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That  it  is  the  duty  of  uations  to  recognise  the  sov¬ 
ereignty  of  Messiah  over  all  persons  and  things,  and 
acknowledge  him  as  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth,  is  fur  from  being  admitted  in  the  systems  of 
government  among  the  sons  of  men. 

While  insensible  to  the  insult  offered  to  the  Lord 
and  his  anointed,  it  is  contended,  that  the  will  of  tljo 
majority,  whether  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God  or 
not,  ought  to  be  the  supreme  standard  to  govern  the 
concerns  of  a  nation.  And,  not  what  God  has  com¬ 
manded  in  his  word,  but  what  the  conscience  of  eve¬ 
ry  individual  may  think  the  most  suitable  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  God,  ought  to  be  legally  secured  to  every  one 
as  a  sacred  right.  Is  not  this  to  say,  lei  us  break 
their  bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from 
US'?  For  all  these  things  it  becomes  us  to  be  deep¬ 
ly  humbled  before  the  Lord  our  God. 

The  rights  of  man,  though  the  boast  of  America, 
are  not  regarded.  Unoffending  men  are  doomed  to 
hopeless  slavery.  “That  all  men  are  born  free  and 
equal,”  is  echoed  by  every  tongue.  While  to  the 
disgrace  of  humanity,  and  in  opposition  to  the  pro¬ 
fessed  principle,  thousands  are  born  slaves.  Ah !  our 
brethren,  the  sons  of  our  father  and  our  mother — 
J)id_not  he  that  made  us  in  the  womb  make  them,  and 
did  not  one  fashion  us  in  the  womb?  He  that  steal  eth 
a  man,  and  selleth  him,  or  if  he  be  found  in  his  hand, 
he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.  Arise,  O  Lord,  and 
plead  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy. 

In  the  last  place,  let  us  bewail  the  plagues  of  our 
own  hearts.  Who  can  say,  I  have  made  my  hands 
clean  ?  Let  us  lament  our  leanness,  our  leanness. 
We  have  forsaken  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and 
have  hewed  out  unto  ourselves  cisterns,  broken  cisterns 
that  can  hold  no  water.  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my 
heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me. 

And  while  we  humble  ourselves  for  our  sins,  and 

afilict  our  souls  before  the  Lord,  let  us  not  foreet  all 

his  benefits.  He  hath  been  very  merciful  unto  as 
•  0  • 
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.jotwithstanding  our  unwoi  J  iness.  We  yet  enjoy 
beace  and  plenty.  Tlie  gospel  and  gospel  ordinan¬ 
ces  are  continued  with  us.  And  the  pleasure  of  the 
Lord  seems  to  be  prospering  in  our  hands. 

For  the  above,  and  similar  causes  the  presbytery 
appoint  the  last  Thursday  of  December  next,  to  be 
observed  by  themselves,  and  all  under  their  inspe^i- 
lion,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation. 


WILLIAM  GIBSON,  >  ^ 

JOHN  BLACK,  5  Committee. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  STRONG  S  SERMON  ON  THE  PLAGUE. 

We  would  ask  of  those  editors  who  before  and 
since  the  publication  of  this  sermon,  have  attacked 
t  so  violently,  and  of  all  who  approve  their  attacks, 
two  questions. 

1.  Was  the  plague  of  1822,  a  judgment  on  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  New-York,  for  sin  ? 

2.  Are  not  those  which  the  preacher  enumerates, 
the  most  prominent  and  aggravated  sins  of  the  city 

“There  has  been,  and  there  is,  in  this  city,  a  spirit 
of  j>o‘it  leal  feeling  at  war  with  the  authority  of  God ; 
and  this  we  name,  as  another  of  our  public  sins  lliat 
nas  provoked  the  judgments  of  God.  In  his  word, 
iie'liath  laid  down  certain  characteristics  which  ought 
to  belong  to  public  magistrates,  and  certain  princi¬ 
ples  which  ought  always  to  govern  men  in  their 
choice  ot  public  rulers.  These  charactefistlces  have 
aoi  been  sought  for,  nor  have  these  principles  been 
complied  with  as  they  ought  in  this  city.  And  in 
this  respect  men  of.  all  parties no  ma|ter  what  are 
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their  names,  are  guilty.  It  is  needless  to  go  back 
far  for  a  proof  of  the  assertion.  If  the  candidate  is 
of  their  parly,  if  he  has  been  regularly  nominated,  if 
he  chimes  with  tAeiV  political  sentiments,  it  is  enough : 
he  must  be  supported  at  every  hazard.  Brethren,  I 
care  not  a  rush  under  what  political  banner  a  man 
may  be  arrayed:  so  long  as  he  acts  under  the  fear 
of  God — so  long  as  he  subjects  his  political  relations 
and  movements  to  the  authority  of  God — so  long  as 
he  seeks  to  promote  the  election  of  men  who  honour 
and  fear  God, — so  long  I  honour  him  as  a  patriot  in¬ 
deed.  But,  when  we  find  in  our  city,  men,  and 
Christian  men  too,  men  of  high  consideration  and  in¬ 
fluence,  maintaining,  and  publicly  abetting  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  an  infidel  in  preference  to  a  Christian ;  when 
we  find  elevated  to  some  of  the  highest  olfices  in  th« 
state,  men  who  fear  not  God,  but  blaspheme  his  re¬ 
ligion,  and  disregard  even  common  morality, — what, 
I  ask,  has  become  of  the  authority  of  God  on  the 
consciences  of  men,  in  the  discharge  of  their  politi¬ 
cal  duties.^  Does  it  not  show,  that  there  is  among 
us  as  a  community,  ..  mass  of  political  guilt,  that  de-' 
serves  the  chastisement  of  heaven.^” 

“  VVe  remark  again,  that  tAe  churches  of  God  in 
this  city,  and  our.  own  among  the  number,  have  not  at 
the  present  day  that  zeal  for  Christ's  pure  faith,  that 
love  for  his  old-fashioned  gospel,  they  once  had.  j\la- 
ny  of  those  whom  I  address  this  evening,  are  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  men  who  were  valiant  for  the  truth,  and 
who  would  hold  no  fellowship  with  error  of  any  de¬ 
scription,  however  specious  in  name.  To  tamper 
with  the  word  of  God — to  abandon,  by  way  of  com¬ 
promise,  any  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel — was,  in 
their  opinion,  to  promote  the  cause  of  heresy,  and 
destroy  the  interests  of  the  church.  The  Synod  of 
Dort  forms  and  honourable  memorial  of  their  tenac¬ 
ious  adherence  to  the  truth;  and  furnishes  a  pattern 
worthy  of  your  imitation,  in  “  contending  for  ili< 
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i^iith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.”*  They  conten¬ 
ded  not  merely  for  the  doctrines  which  are  called  es¬ 
sential,  but  for  those  which  are  called  non-essential ; 
that  is,  for  those  w'hich  tend  to  glorify  God,  and 
beautify  his  church  here  on  the  earth.  They  wish¬ 
ed  not  only  that  men  should  be  saved,  but  that  the 
God  who  saved  them  should  be  honoured  in  this 
world  in  their  salvation.  They  prayed  aud  labour¬ 
ed,  not  merely  that  a  church  of  ransomed  sinners 
should  be  gathered  unto  Jesus  Christ,  but  that  “  the 
King’s  daughter  should  be  all-glorious  within  ;  that 
her  clothing  should  be  of  wrought  gold ;  that  she 
should  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment  of  nee¬ 
dle-work  ;  and  that  all  her  garments  should  smell  of 
myrrh,  and  aloes,  and  cassia,  out  of  the  iv'ory  pala¬ 
ces.”  But  how  is  it  now  ?  Have  you  at  this  day 
that  zeal  for  God,  and  for  the  purity  of  his  church, 
that  inextinguishable  hatred  of  error,  and  that  devo¬ 
ted  attachment  to  the  whole  truth  of  the  gospel  which 
you  ought  to  have  ^  Have  we  not  in  this  city  syn¬ 
agogues  of  every  description,  Socinian,  Univei’salist, 
Arminian,  &ic.  and  if  in  these  a  popular  preacher 
is  to  be  heard,  who  may  deny  the  creed  of  your  fa¬ 
thers,  and  sneer  at  whatever  enters  into  the  life  and 
glory  of  the  gospel,  are  there  not  too  many  to  be 
found,  who  will  abandon  their  seats  at  home,  and 
run  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  at  the  risk  of  imbibing 
fatal  poison  ^  How  many  are  there  who  “  will  'not 
endure  sound  doctrine  ;  but,  after  their  owm  lusts, 
heap  to  themselves  teachers,  having  itching  ears;  and 
thus  turn  away  their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  are 

*  Arminiiis,  'whose  doctrines  were  condemned  in  this  Synod, 
declared,  a  little  before  his  death,  fas  he  stated  in  his  lasticill^) 
that  the  great  object  he  had  in  view,  in  all  his  theological  and 
ministerial  labours,  was  to  unite  in  one  community,  cemented 
by  the  bonds  of  fraternal  charity,  Christians  of  all  sects  and  of 
ail  denominations,  fPapists  excepted,^  whatever  their  religious 
sefUhneni’i  might  be.  How’  near  many  cf  those  w  ho  call  them- 
^Ives  orthodoxy  in  some  churches  in  this  city,  are  approximatiiif 
^0  this  spirit,  is  left  for  the  reader  to  determine^ 
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turned  unto  fables?”  Has  there  not  6owed  in. upon 
this  city,  from  the  eastern  section  of  our  country,  a 
flood  of  error,  which,  under  the  semblance  of  great 
benevolence  in  endeavouring  to  unite  the  various 
classes  of  Christians,  has  been  gradually  undermin¬ 
ing  the  bulwarks  of  the  truth — a  new  divinity  that 
would  supplant  the  old  gospel — a  new’  system  of  ma¬ 
king  Christians,  that  w’ould  supercede  the  plan  of 
God’s  regenerating  grace — a  system  of which 
places  very  little,  if  any,  value  upon  the  pent/mr  doc¬ 
trines  of  Christ,  and  has  very  little,  if  any,  connexion 
with  sound,  substantial,  and  well-informed pietyT' 


Review  of  Dr.  Kidd’s  Dissertation  on  the  Eternal 
Sonship  of  Christ,  and  Mr.  Stuart’s  Letters  to  Dr. 
Miller  on  the  Eternal  Generation  of  the  Son  of  God; 

• 

(Continued  from  page  271.) 

The  Dissertation  consists  oi fourteen  Chapters,  be¬ 
sides  a  Preface,  and  Conclusions.  Chapter  1.  is  in¬ 
troductory.  II.  and  HI.  afford  a  succint  statement 
of  the  general  principles  connected  with  the  subject 
of  discussion.  IV\  gives  the  meaning  and  the  use  of 
the  term  Loyog  as  applied  to  the  Messiah.  The  ar¬ 
gument  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  the  divine  filia¬ 
tion  of  Christ  is  contained  in  the  five  succeeding 
.Chapters,  V.  to  IX.  both  included.  Chap.  X.  ex¬ 
plains  the  use  of  the  phrase,  “  Son  of  Man.”  XI. 
refutes  the  opposite  arguments.  XII.  shows  that  eter¬ 
nity  Is  an  attribute  both  of  the  Word  and  the  Son  of 
God.  XIII.  respects  the  term  Father  :  and  the 
XIV.  consists  chiefly  of  quotations  exhibiting  the 
sentiments  of  both  the  Ancient  Fathers  and  the  Re¬ 
formers  on  the  same  side  of  the  question. 

The  work  is  respectfully  inscribed  to  the  Rev  Dr. 
Green,  late  President  of  ^e  college  of  New -Jersey, 
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and  the  Rev.  George  C.  Potts,  one  of  the  ministers 
of  Philadelphia ;  both  true  men,  and  sound  in  the 
faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Author  shews  in  a'  masterly  and  satisfactory 
manner,  that  the  Deity  has  revealed  to  man  the  es¬ 
sential  existence  o{ persons  in  the  Godhead;  and  that 
these  persons  exist,  not  in  a  state  of  independence 
of  each  other,  but  in  a  related  state;  and  that  the 
mode  of  the  related  state,  is  indicated  by  the  terms 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  no  other  terms. 
His  conclusion  is,  of  course,  that  the  filiation  of  the 
Son,  and  the  procession  of  the  Spirit  are  divine,  ne¬ 
cessary,  and  eternal,  in  the  simple,  pure,  and  spirit¬ 
ual  essence  of  the  Godhead.  By  this  Dissertation, 
Dr.  Kidd  has  made  a  valuable  addition  to  our  The¬ 
ological  literature;  and  we  hope  that  our  enterpris¬ 
ing  Booksellers  will  soon  give  an  American  edition 
of  it  to  the  public. 

Professor  Stuart’s  pamphlet  comprises  ten  letters. 
The^rs<  letter  consists  of  introductory  remarks,  and 
the  last  of  concluding  observations.  II.  and  III.  are 
designed  to  review  the  opinions  of  the  early  Fathers. 
IV.  and  V.  propose  to  examine  and  refute  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  our  creeds  and  confessions  of  faith,  and  set 
aside  the  definitions  of  the  principal  works  on  sys¬ 
tematic  theology,  with  particular  reference  to  Pro¬ 
fessor  Turretine.  VI.  and  VII.  are  employed  in 
criticism  on  the  terms  Son,  Son  of  God,  and  Sons  of 
God.  Letter  VIII.  is  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
appellation.  Son  of  God,  is  applied  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  man  primarily,  on  account  of  the  miraculous  con¬ 
ception,  secondarily,  because  of  his  exaltation 
by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  &:c.  The  IX. 
aims  at  the  entire  refutation  of  the  arguments  of  the 
Orthodox  in  support  of  Christ’s  eternal  Sonship. 

Qd  every  one  of  these  topics,  Professor  Stuart  has 
failed  in  a  remarkable  degree.  There  is,  indeed,  in 
nis  letters,  ample  evidence  of  patient  and  extensive 
research.  There  is  a  display,  too,  if  not  of  vigorous 
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and  comprehensive  intellect,  of  learning  and  subtle*- 
ty.  The  Author  has  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Fathers,  at  least,  so  far  as  they  are  quoted  by 
Bishop  Bull  and  Martini.  His  style  of  composition 
is  neat,  his  language  is  perspicuous,  and  his  reason¬ 
ings  are  many  and  minute,  rather  than  luminous  and 
accurate.  The  evil  lies,  we  are  confident,  more  in 
the  incapacity  of  mental  comprehension  than  in  the 
lack  of  speech ;  or  of  industry.  He  is  indefatigable ; 
and,  we  doubt  not  his  sincerity.  The  time,  howev¬ 
er,  which  he  has  occupied,  with  the  Fathers  we  es¬ 
teem  as  w'asted.  It  can  be  no  profit,  to  this  genera¬ 
tion,  to  learn  that  some  of  them  were  heretics;  orthat 
a  few  men,  of  distinction  among  them,  used  very  in¬ 
accurate  phraseology.  Their  testimony  is  of  very 
little  service  to  the  cause  which  Mr.  Stuart  supports. 
It  is  of  none  to  his  own  argument;  and  it  goes  but  a 
very  short  way  to  contradict  the  assertions  of  Dr. 
Miller,  the  only  end  to  have  been  answered  by  the 
whole  historical  discussion.  Professor  Stuart,  him¬ 
self,  being  Judge,  there  is  not  a  single  one  among 
the  Fathers,  whom  he  has  quoted,  th;it  maintains /tis 
view  of  the  question  respecting  the  Sonship  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  None  of  tliem  refer  the  filiation  either 
to  the  incarnation  or  the  resurrection.  A  few  of 
them,  we  admit,  spake  somewhat  incoherently  about 
the  Ijoyos  evoia&slos,  and  the  Loyof  c;^o(popiv.os:  hut  even 
they  are  misunderstood,  when  they  are  considered  as 
teaching,  that  the  endiathetick  Logos  is  Reason^  and 
the  prophorick  Logos  is  lormed,  out  of  that  attri¬ 
bute,  into  the  person  of  the  Son  of  God,  some  short 
lime  before  the  creation  of  the  world.  We  must,^ 
moreover,  add  that  'heJlntenicene  Fathers  are  greatly 
misrepresented,  when  the^  are  said  to  have  been  so 
far  misled  by  their  idolatrous  education  in  Polythe¬ 
ism,  and  by  their  attachment  to  the  Platonic  Philos¬ 
ophy,  as  either  to  admit  of  a  derived  divinity,  or  to 
imagine  a  mere  attribute,  o\  the  divine  mind,  tc  have 
\eeo  cpntrivod.mto  distinct  person,  and  coustitutccU 
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the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Their  Conversion  from 
idols  to  the  true  God,  and  their  martyrdom,  for  pro¬ 
testing  against  Polytheism  prove  sufficiently  the  in¬ 
justice  of  such  allegations.  At  all  events,  an  Ante¬ 
mundane  generation  is  not  that  which  Mr.  Stuart  en¬ 
deavours  to  inculcate.  The  JVicene  creed^  itself, 
composed  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  Fathers, 
stands,  as  a  great  public  document,  to  testify  for  the 
Orthodox  faith  in  opposition  to  the  Criticism  of  both 
parties  in  New-England — those,  who  are  called  U- 
nitarians;  and  such  as  think  and  act  with  the  opponents 
of  Christ’s  eternal  Sonship. 

The  two  historical  letters  are  the  ablest  part  ofthe^ 
work.  They  include  the  greater  part  of  the  litera¬ 
ture  and  the  reasoning  displayed  in  the  performance : 
and  yet,  taking  them  together,  they  constitute  but  one 
false  argument,  even  were  the  allegations  against  the 
F alhers  correct  in  every  Iota.  '  The  argument  is  this; 
some  of  the  Antenicene  Divines  were  Heretics,  there¬ 
fore  the  church  of  God  did  not  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  .eternally  the  Son  of  God.  There  is  no  con¬ 
nexion  between  these  premises,  and  the  conclusion : 
the  Logic,  therefore,  is  not  good. 

Before,  however,  we  leave  this  subject,  we  must 
give  notice  to  our  readers,  that  those,  among  the  ear-  ■ 
lier  Fathers  of  the  Church,  who  wrote  most  loosely  ' 
on  this  subject,  unequivocally  affirmed,  that  the  Ge¬ 
neration  of  Christ  is  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  In  what  year  of  Eternity,  they  have  not  at¬ 
tempted  to  explain,  nor  has  Mr.  Stuart  as  yet,  sup¬ 
plied  the  omission.  He  takes  for  granted  that  it  was 
low  down  in  Eternity ;  some  short  while  before  the 
Creation. 

In  his  subsequent  letters,  he  treats  with  more  free¬ 
dom,  than  propriety  indicated,  the  dehnitions  of  our 
Standard  writings,  even  when  supported  by  the  terms 
of  the  sacred  Volume.  The  letters  to  Dr.,  Miller  are 
to  be  considered  as  a  continuation  of  his  previous 
writings ;  for  in  addressing  Mr.  Chamyng,  the  Au- 
VoL.  I.  27* 
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thor  classes  the  terms,  persons  of  the  Godhead^  the 
person  of  Christy  the  eternal  generation  of  the  Son  of 
Gody  together,  under  one  common  censure. 

‘‘I  have  no  hesitation  hi  saying,  that  my  mind  is  absolutely 
unaJble  to  elicit  any  distinct  and  certain  ideas,  from  any  of  the 
definitions  of  person  in  tlie  Godhead  which  1  luive  ever  exami-. 
oed.  We  profess  to  use  the  word  person,  merely  from  tlie  pov¬ 
erty  of  language.  I  could  heartily  wish  that  the  word  person 
never  had  come  into  the  symbols  of  the  churches.  You  may  in¬ 
deed  find  fault  with  usj  that  w  e  speak  of  three  persons  in  the 
Godhead,  w  here  there  is  but  one  Nature  ;  and  yet  of  but  one 
person  in  Christ,  where  there  are  two  natures.  I  admit  that  it 
is  an  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  use  of  language,  and  cannot 
but  wish  that  it  had  not,  origirvally  been  adopted.  After  all,  ! 
am  unable  to  cortceite  of  any  definite  meaning  in  the  phrase  e- 
ternal  generation — the  seneratian  of  the  Son  of  God  seems  to 
he  out  of  the  question.  If  the  phrase  eternal  generation,  then,  is 
to  be  vindicated,  it  is  only  on  the  ground  tliut  it  is fgivrately  us¬ 
ed — it  is  not  w  ell  chosen,  however,  for  this  purpose.” 

It  must  be  confessed  tliat  we  apprqve  of  the  free 
discussion  of  every  topic  in  Theology,  as  well  as  in 
other  sciences,  however  we  may  disapprove  of  the 
sentiments  uttered ;  and,  certainly  this  language  is 
plain  enough.  We  have,  of  course  no  reason  to  be 
surprised,  that  a  man,  who  could  speak  and  write  in  • 
this  style,  when  professing  to  vindicate  against  the 
Socinians,  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  should  turn 
ebout  with  strong  prejudices  in  behalf  of  his  own 
novel  scheme,  and  attack  an  old-fashioned  Presbyte¬ 
rian  for  his  adherence  to  his  Confession  of  faith. 
There  are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead — distinguish-^ 
ed  by  their  personal  properties,  these  three  are  one 
God  the  same  in  substanee.  It  is  proper  to  the  Fa^ 
ther  to  beget  the  Son,  and  to  the  Son  to  be  begotten 
of  the  Father  from  all  eternity.  Christ  being  the  Sort 
of  God  became'  man,  and  so  toas  and  continues  to  be^ 
both  God  and  man  in  two  entire  and  distinct  natures 
and  one  person  forever.  This  is  the  Creed  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Stuart  has  objected  to  three  facts,  which  we 
believe  to  be  unequivocally  affirmed,  by  Jehovah  in 
itl  the  inspired  writings.  1 .  That  there  are  three 
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persons  in  the  Godhead.  2.  That  Jesus  Christ  is- 
both  God  and  man,  in  one  person.  -  3.  That  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fatlier  Irom  eter¬ 
nity.  He  comes  to  the  investigation  with  an  asser¬ 
tion  that  he  has  no  definite  idea  of  the  meaning  of  the. 
terms;  and  with  o. prepossession  of  their  improprie-. 
ty.  In  this  state  of  mind,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he 
misinterpreted  the  definitions  of  Orthodox  Divines, 
and  the  several  texts  of  Scripture  which  they  quote. 
In  his  correspondence  with  Professor  Miller,  he  treats 
only  of  the  generation  of  the  Son  of  God — a  fact, 
which  he  had  previously  declared  to  be  out  of  the 
question. 

Standing  committed,  therefore,  before  his  friends, 
his  Class  of  Theological  Students,  and  the  public,  on 
a  question  of  such  importance,  as  what  is  the  object 
of  religious  tvorship,  a  question  which,  it  is  presum¬ 
ed,  every  man  must  have  settled,  upon  due  delibera¬ 
tion,  to  his  own  satisfaction,  before  he  entered  on  the 
ministry,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  Mr.  Stuart  would 
persist  in  opposition. 

The  same  ground  he  appears  determined  to  occu¬ 
py,  until  we  find  a  set  of  definitions,  in  language 
originally  borrowed  Irom  objects  of  sense,  that  shall 
comprehend  and  precisely  declare  the  mysteries  of 
a  spiritual  essence.  This  can  never  be.  The  sub¬ 
ject  is  imniense,  and  our  faculties  are  limited.  ^God 
is  a  Spirit,  and  our  language  is  derived  from  materi¬ 
al  objects.  All  that  we  advise,  is  to  credit  facts 
known  to  God  and  by  him  declared  unto  us.  All 
that  we  can  do,  is  to  select  the  best  terms  ;  and  aH 
that  we  propose,  is  to  defend  the  terms  and  the  doc¬ 
trine  from  the  opjrosition  of  their  adversaries.  We 
'disclaim  any  attempt  to  explain  the  fact.  When  wc 
define,  describe,  or  illustrate,  it  is  to  expose  the  ob¬ 
jections  of  disputants;  and  never  to  explain  or  prove 
tile  facts  asserted  in  the  Bible,  which  are  beyond  our 
capacity.  Of  the  Deity  we  say,  “.who  can  by  search¬ 
ing  find  out  God ;”  and  of  the  Son  of  God  v|c  say, 
who  cau  declare  -his  generation.” 
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Mr.  Stuart  understands^  this  distii\ction:  and  ht 
iias  acted  upon  it,  in  his  letters  to  Channing.  Every 
man,  who  can  reason  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  knows 
how  to  act  upon  it,  at  his  own  convenience.  The 
Theist  has  done  so,  in  arguing  witli  the  Atheist;  the 
Christian,  with  the  Intidel;  the  Orthodox,  with  those 
who  deny  the  Trinity,  or  the  distinct  personal  prop- 
eilies  ol' the  Sacred  thuee. 

We  shall  advert  to  this  distinction,  in  our  subse¬ 
quent  and  concluding  remarks  on  the  Hypothesis  of 
the  Associate  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature,  Ando¬ 
ver. 

That  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  proper  Person  we  believe, 
because  the  Scriptures  speak  of  “the  Person  of 
Christ,”  and  ascribe  to  him  personal  names,  and  prop¬ 
erties,  and  actions.  Thatthe  Fatheris  a  proper  person 
we  believe,  because  the  Scriptures  speak  of  “the  F  ath- 
er’s  person,”  and  ascribe  to  him,  also,  personal  names, 
properties,  and  actions.  That  the  Spirit  is  a  prop¬ 
er  person,  we  believe  on  similar  grounds.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  Go.d,  the  onltj 
begotten  Son,  the  express  image  of  the  Father’s  Per¬ 
son;  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Son.  Therefore  we  teach 
that  there  be  three  persons  necessarily  related  in  the 
Godhead — the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,. one  true  God,  in  opposition  to  every  other 
Theory.  Here  we  rest.  We  explain  not.  We  use 
the  word  Procession,  as  applied  to  the  Spirit,  because 
the  Scriptures  tell  us  He  cometh  forth  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son.  We  use  the  word  generation  as 
applied  to  Christ,  because  the  Father  said  unto  him, 
“  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  I  have  begotten  thee.” 
When  tliese  Facts  are  denied,  and  our  terms  are  at¬ 
tacked,  in  order  to  destroy  our  faith  in  the  facts,  we 
have  recourse  to  illustration,  by  reference  to  other 
facts  that  are  not  called  in  question.  W’^e  do  so, 
however,  not  with  design  to  prove  or  explain  our 
doctrine:  but  in  order  to  explain,  and  by  explana-.. 
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lion  to  shew  the  irrevelancy  of  objections.  This  is' 
the  ground  which  the  Orthodox  should  always  occu¬ 
py  :  and  if  they  were  to  confine  themselves  to  this' 
ground,  and  their  opponents  were  careful  to  give- 
them  credit  for  it,  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in 
prosecuting  that  candid  discussion  which  would  even¬ 
tually  lead  to  happy  results. 

The  objection  to  the  use  of  the  term  Persons  in 
the  Godhead,  if  carried  out,  would  not  only  condemn 
the  whole  Scripture  phraseology ;  but  also  the 
whole  system  of  grace  revealed  in  the  Bible.  If  it 
be  improper  to  apply  the  word  Person  to  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  then  it  is  improper  to  apply  to  either 
of  them  personal  pronouns  ;  for  surely,  if  the  noun 
must  not  be  applied,  the  pro-noun  ought  not.  Take 
away,  then,  from  the  Bible,  all  the  personal  names 
and  pronouns,  and,  what  have  you  left?  Then,  in¬ 
deed  is  the  Church  become  a  Widow,  without  a 
Comforter.  She  has  lost  her  Father,  and  Redeem¬ 
er,  and  Sanctifier.  She  has  lost  her  husband,  and 
her  Lord.  She  has  lost  Dim,  whom  her  soul  lov- 
eth. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  Professor  will  permit  his 
Pupils  to  use  the  word,  person,  in  afgurative  sense, 
— “  merely  tor  tlie  poverty  of  language,  \yishing  that 
it  had  never  come  into  the  symbols  of  the  Church.’* 
Wliat!  use  the  word  person,  fguratively,  to  both  the 
Father,  and  the  Son?  Personify,  by  speech,  tiiose 
who  are  less  than  Persons  in  reality  ?  Alas !  a  ftg~ 
ure  of  speech  brings  me  no  salvation,  says  the  peni¬ 
tent  Sinner.  The  Figure  oi  personijication,  we  ad¬ 
mit,  is  of  legitimate  use.  It  is  applicable  to  every 
object  of  thought.  Mr.  Stuart  may  personify  his 
fingers,  his  pen,  the  Rafters  of  his  House,  and  the 
trees  oi  tne  field.  He  may'  personify  all  the  divine 
attributes ;  and  if  we  hav  '  several  figurative  persons, 
wp  niay  as  well  have  ten  as  three',  but,  after  all,  a 
figure  of  speech  is  not  more  valuable  than  an  image. 
ol  silver  or  brass.  No  gir,  in  tho  Godhead  w©  tnust 
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have  persons  in  reality,  and  not  merely  in  name,  if 
we  have  them  at  all. 

We  know  of  no  other  nown  so  well  calculated  to 
answer  the  purpose,  in  our  ecclesiastical  phraseolo¬ 
gy,  for  which  all  the  personal  pro-nouns  are  used,  as 
the  noun  person.  The  Three  personal  pronouns,  i, 
THOU,  HE,  in  all  their  inflections,  and  adjective  forms, 
are  applied  to  three  distinct  objects,  The  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the'  Holy  Ghost.  There  is,  therefore, 
required  some  common  type,  or  noun,  to  which  all 
the  pronominal  expressions  refer.  Assuredly,  there 
is  no  term,  so  well  adapted  to  this  purpose,  as  the 
one  in  use,  in  the  symbols  of  the  Churches.  There 
is,  metaphysically,  a  necessity  for  the  idea:  and  if 
the  common  language  of  our  Bibles  is  to  be  retained, 
there  is  a  grammatical  necessity  for  the  me  of  the 
word  person,  when  speaking  of  the  Trinity. 

The  Substitute,  which  Mr.  Stuart  employs,  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  inadequate — Distinction.  There  are,  he 
says,  three  distinctions  in  the  Godhead ;  the  frsi 
distinction,  the  second  distinction,  or  Logos,  and  the 
third  distinction.  These  are  the  Trinity.  Three 
distinctions  are  all  distinguished,  the  one  from  the 
other,  but  not  hy  personal  properties.  They  are  more 
.  than  modes  of  existence  in  the  Godhead;  but  not 
persons.  The  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  are  only  eco¬ 
nomical  terms,  and  do  not  denote  these  distinctions, 
as  they  are  in  themselves. 

This  new  Theory  has  nothing  to  recommend  it, 
on  the  score  of  accuracy  or  simplicity.  It  appears, 
to  us,  as  confused  and  indistinct  as  any  that  has  seen 
the  light.  Three  distinctions;  and,  wherefore,  three? 
There  are  ten  distinctions  if  you  please  to  make  e- 
coniical  names,  and, relations,  and  attributes,  the  dis¬ 
tinguishing  properties.  Yes,  there  are  ticcnty.  Three 
distinctions;  to  which  belong  the  application  oi  per¬ 
sonal  prowow  but  not  the  noun,  person.  Put  this 
tlieory  to  the  test  of  Scripture. 

Suppose  the  Professor  seated  in  his  chair,  and  his 
Class  of  Sludeots  before  him  with  their  Bibles, 
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opened,  no  matter  where-; — say,  isaiidi,  Chapter  LII, 
One  reads  the  sixth  verse  of  that  elegant  Chapter* 
“  My  people  shall  know  my  name — I  am  he  that  doth 
speak’,  behold,  it  is 

Student. — 1  .wish  Sir  to  know  the  name  of  this 
Speaker. 

Professor. — The  name  is  Jehovah. 

Stud. —  of  the  Trinity.^ 

Prof. — Speak  correctly  Sir;  say  What;  there  are 
no  persons  in  the  Trinity;  ask  a  hat  distinction  speaks. 

Htud. — Distinction  speaks.  Sir,  Ido  not  undersiaod 
vou. 

Prof — JVo  person  speaks,  I  tell  you. 

Stud. — Here  is  the  Bible,  Sir,  a  S^^aker  is  decla-. 
red,  and  tlie  personal  pronouns,  /,  /le,  behold,  it  is 

are  used  by  the  speaker  in  regard  to  himself — may 
I  say  himself^  And  yet,  no  person  !  1  confess  this 

is  10  me  incomprehensible. 

Enough.  Our  readers  will  say  this  is  childish.  It 
is.  But  reviewers  must  condescend  to  childishness 
when  they  deal  with  the  Doctors  of  the  new  Divini¬ 
ty. 

Are  there  not,  however,  objections  to  the  term 
person,  as  applied  to  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  ?  There  are  not  valid  objections.  There 
is,  indeed,  no  abstract  term  which  may  not  be  pul  to 
the  torture.  To  the  w'ords.  Church,  State,  Town, 
Country,  Commerce,  Husbandry,  History,  Poelfy, 
Saint,  Sinner,  ingenuity  may  oft'er  objections:  Yet, 
they  are  good  English,  and  easily  understood,  in  their 
connexion,  until  the  learned  come  with  childish  de¬ 
finitions  to  puzzle  the  vulgar.  We  go  further,  and 
affirm,  that  speaking  philosophically,  and  metaphys¬ 
ically,  if  you  will,  there  is  no  possible  use  of  the 
tern,  person,  more  correct,  than  the  application  of  it 
to  each  of  the  Sacred  three.  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit. 
Whensoever.  Professor  .Stuart  will  favour  us  with  an 
unobjectionable  definition  of  his  own  personal  iden~ 
htp,  we  will,,  if  we  do  not  mistake,  be  able  to  shew 
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its  application  to  the  Son  of  God.  He,  too,  is  him¬ 
self,  and  not  another.  ' 

W  e  would  also  retain,  the  phrases  eternal  Son  of 
God — and  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  because  strict¬ 
ly  true,  and  divinely  prescribed.  “  Thou  art  my 
Son,  this  day  have  1  begotten  thee.”  The  words 
eternal  generation,  are  not  employed  w  ith  design  to 
denote  inleriority,  derivation,  emanation  or  produc¬ 
tion.  Mr.'  Stuart  knows,  and  will  himself  confess 
the  truth  of  this  assertion.  It  is  not  so  much  our  in¬ 
tent  as  our  phraseology  and  sentiments,  that  he  ar¬ 
raigns  at  the  burt)f  Criticism.  He  well  knows  that, 
the  Orthodox,  in  connecting  with  the  term  Son,  the 
adjectives,  necessary,  divine  or  eternal,  effectually 
preclude  the  ideas  of  inferiority  or  derivation,  in  the 
order  of  either  nature  or  time.  Divinity  includes 
all  perfection,  and,  of  course,  excludes  inferiority; 
and,  if  the  Sonship  of  Christ  be  divine,  it  is  both 
necessary  and  eternal.  Nor  does  the  term’,  Son,  itself, 
or  the  terms,  generation,  filiation  or  begotten,  infer, 
either  posteriority  or  production.  It  is  not  to  be  de¬ 
nied,  that  in  the  ranks  of  creation,  the  Son  is  youn¬ 
ger  than  the  Father;  but  even,  here,  the  relations  of 
Father  and  Son,  are  correlates,  and  commence  at  the 
very  same' moment,  although  by  the  constitution  of 
human  nature  a  man  must  be  of  some  years  before 
the  relation  of  Father  exist.  When,  treating  of  the 
Trinity  we  are  not,  however,  speaking  of  a  human 
Son;  but  of  the  Deity:  and  the  of  dis¬ 

tinct  persons,  in  the  immutable  and  undivided  es¬ 
sence  of  the  Godhead,  precludes  the  idea  of  time. 

Nay  the  very  idea  of  Sonship,  excludes  priorit)' 
or  posteriority,  in  point  of  time,  even  among  men. 
Abraham  was  a  very  old  man,  to  be  sure,  before  he 
had  a  Son ;  yet  Isaac  became  the  Son  of  Abraham 
at  the  same  moment  of  time  in  which  Abraham  be¬ 
came  his  Father.  The  relations,  of  each  to  the  oth¬ 
er,  are  simultaneous.  It  must  be  so  front  the  con- 
ititiition  ol  human  nature.  The  related  states  of  Fa- 
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\her  and  Son,  are  necessary  in  the'  Godhead  ;  and 
of  course,  eternal. 

The  objection  to  the  eternity  of  Christ’s  Sonship, 
on  the  score  of  inferiority  is  of  easy  solution.  It 
comes  with  a  profession  of  kindness,  as  if  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  dignity  of  the  Saviour,  otherwise  it  would 
be  unworthy  of  notice.  Hand  tali  auxilio.  The  Son 
we  know  is  the  Father’s  equal;  for  God  hath  spok¬ 
en  it.  Behold  the  man-  that  is  my  Fellow :  and  he 
thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God.  Even 
among  men,  the  Son  is  not  necessarily  inferior  to  the 
Father.  He  is  on  the  contrary  often  superior  in  tal¬ 
ent  and  endowments.  And  the-  term.  Son,  instead 
of  implying  inferiority  of  nature,  necessarily  implies 
identity.  The  expression.  Son  of  man,  as  applied  to 
the  Saviour,  denotes  the  nature  which  he  assumed. 
The  expression.  Son  of  God,  denotes  the  divine  na¬ 
ture:  and  the  related  state  of  two  divine  persons, 
from  Eternity,  in  that  nature.  Every  Son  of  man 
has  the  essential  attributes  of  humanity  and  God’s 
own  Son  is  necessarily  divine. 

Still  it  is  urged  that  the  term,  Sonship,  implies 
derivation  ;  and  Mr.  Stuart  protests  against  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  derived  , divinity.  .  So  do  we.  Deity  is  self- 
existent — underived  and  incapable  of  derivation. 
God  is  one.  Th'e  objection  is  notwithstanding,  more 
superficial  than  solid.  The  premises  are  not  true; 
and  if  they  were,  the  inference  would  be,  erroneous. 
This  argument  supposes  that  a  man  derives  his  per¬ 
son  from  his  own  Father :  and  by  analogy  it  is  urg- 
<d  against  the  Sonship  of  Christ  as  God.  The  anal¬ 
ogy,  however,  is  inapplicable.  We  are  treating  of  a 
divine,  not  a  human  filiation ;  and  ideas,  merely  hu¬ 
man,  do  not  belong  to  the  subject.  We  go  further, 
and  say,  there  is  an  abuse  of'dariguage,  in  *  playing 
upon  the  words,  produce  and  production,  derive  and 
derivation,  as  if  these  terms  were  synonimous  witl> 
th’e  Scripture  term  begotten,  or  the  parellel  expres¬ 
sions  generation  of  the  Son.  Generation  and  deri- 
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vation  are  not  synonimous ;  nor  does  the  One  nec¬ 
essarily  imply  the  other.  Any  reasonings,  founded 
upon  such  a  supposition,  are  therefore  fallacious. 
This  objection,  from  analogy,  is  moreover  founded 
upon  an  imaginary  basis.  There  is  a  false  fact  sup¬ 
posed  to  exist,  contrary  to  physiology;  for  xhe phil¬ 
osophy  of  the  objection  is  as  bad  as  the  logic  and  ihe 
philology.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Person  of  a  Son 
is,  in  no  case,  derived  from  that  of  the  Father.  De¬ 
rivation,  literally,  is  out  of  the  question.  To  affirm 
it  as  a  positive  fact,  would  require,^r«<,  a  settlement 
of  the  question  of  personal  identity,  which  Mr.  Stu¬ 
art  will  not  undertake;  secondly,  an  admission  that 
the  word,  derive,  is  employed  figuratively,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  poverty  of  language. 

No  Son  of  man,  derives  his  person  literally  from 
his  Father.  Let  Mr.  Stuart  be  the  example.  We 
place  him  again  in  his  chair  to  lecture  before  his  Class; 
where,  and  as,  he  is  wont  to  be.  Some  one  affirms, 
that  the  Professor,  tcoj,  from  his  infancy,  is  now,  and 
tvill  always  be,  the  Son  of  his  own  Father.  To  this 
affirmation  all  the  Class  assent.  Of  his  Sonship 
there  is  no  question.  He  is  begotten  of  his  own  Fa¬ 
ther. 

Student. — Is  that  person  in  the  chair  derived  from 
the  person  of  the  old  gentleman,  his  Father  ? 

Fellow-Students. — We  hesitate;  but  after  some 
hesitation  one  of  them  replies.  The  Professor  is  not 
a  derivative  of  his  sire.  Not  one  drop  of  his  Fath¬ 
er’s  blood  ever  flowed  in  his  veins ;  nor  do  we  know 
that  any  particle  of  his  body,  as  it  is  at  tliis  moment, 
ever  did  belong  to  the  body  of  his  worthy  Father.  I 
speakwithout  figure 

First  Student. — May  not  the  Philosophers  be  mis¬ 
taken  when  they  teach  that  doctrine  ? . 

Second  Student. — If  Physiology  w’ere,  indeed,  so 
far  mistaken,  on  the'  question,  as  that  we  may  sup¬ 
pose  his^body  is  actually  made  up,  out  of  a  piece  of 
his  Father’s  body,  there  is  something  more  diap  /nat- 
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•ter  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  his  person.  The 
Professor  is  a  man  of  mind.  His  soul,  certainly,  is 
not  made  out  of  a  portion  of  bis  Father’s  soul  or  bo¬ 
dy:  there,  is  not  therefore  a  literal  derivation  from 
his  Father,  any  more  than  a  natural  or  real  inferior¬ 
ity  to  him. 

We  will  again  warn  our  readers  against  mistaking 
our  designs  in  the  preceding  reference.  It  is  made, 
not  in  explanation  of  the  eternal  generation  of  the 
Son  of  God,  but  in  refutation  of  the  objection  found¬ 
ed  upon  a  false  philosophy — that  the  person  of  a  Son 
is  necessarily  derived  from  his  Father. 

Human  Generation  is  a  fact  inexplicable,  and  can¬ 
not  of  course  furnish  any  analogy  against  the  Sem- 
ship  of ’Christ.  We  know  what  is  meant  by  the 
related  state  of  Father  and  Son;  but  it  is  not  deri¬ 
vation  of  person,  of  body  or  of  mind.  .We  know 
what  is  meant  by,  the  Scriptures  in  representing 
Christ  as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  as  distinct 
persons  in  the  Godhead,  thus  necessarily  related  in 
one  indivisible  essence.  Here,  then,  let  us  rest,  re¬ 
joicing  that  however  restricted  our  knowledge, 
through  him  we  have  access  by  one  Spirit  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther. 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 
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I.  The  System  of  Education,  the  code  of  dis- 

cipline,  and  the  Professorships,  adopted  by  the  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Western  University  ot  Pennsylvania;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  addresses  of  the  President  of  the 
board  to  the  public,  and  of  the  principal  to  the  stu¬ 
dents.  •  '  • 

.  -  Pittsburgh,  1822,  pp.  32.  8vo. 

II.  An  inaugural  address,  delivered  in  Jederson 
College,  by  the  Uev.  Matthew  Brown,  Nov.  182^, 
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upon  his  induction  into  the  oflice  of  principal  in  said' 
College,  published  at  the  request  of  the  trustees. 
Washington,  Pa.  pp.  12*  8vo. 

There  are  three  colleges  and.  one  university  in 
Pennsylvania,  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 
Jefferson  College  in<Canonsburgh,  18  miles  sofith  of 
Pittsburgh,  is  the  oldest  of  these  institutions.  Wash¬ 
ington  College,  in  the  village  of  Washington,  7  miles 
south  of  Caitonsburgh,  was  the  second  of  these  in- 
.  stitutions  that  received  a  charter.  Alleghany  Col¬ 
lege,  near  to  Lake  Erie,  in  the  village  of  Meadyille, 
about  100  miles  north  of  Pittsburgh,  is  the  third  in 
age.  Last  of  the  four,  we  have  the  Western  Univer- 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  chartered  and  organized  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh.  From  the  best  .information  we 
.  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  number  of  pupils  in  all 
.  these  institutions  does  not  much  exceed  200.  This, 
however,  is  more  than  we  could  have  reasonably  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  new  country,  and  is  an  indication  that 
intellectual  improvement  is  far  from  being  neglected 
by  ilie  people  of  the  west.  Whetlier  the  multiplica-  . 
’  tion  of  collegiate  institutions,  to  so  great  an  extent  in 
Uial  district,  will  promote  the  general  interests  pf  lit¬ 
erature,  we  are  not  at  this  distance  competent  to  de¬ 
cide.  At  first  view,  unless  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
.sylvania  are  as- liberal  in  granting  endowments,  as 
charters,  we  should  fear  lliat  the  progress  towards 
the  culture  of  the  higher  branches  of  science,,  would 
rather  be  retarded  than  accelerated  by  the  creation 
.of  so  many  colleges,  so  near  to  each  other. 

After  all,  education,  is  brought  nearer  to  more 
of  the  citizens,  a  spirit  of  laudable  emulation  will 
probably  be  awakened,  and  local  attachments  may 
call  forth,  more  vigorous  exertions  than  would  other¬ 
wise  be  made.  "To  a  certain  extent  this  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  case.  Possibly  too'  the  western 
gentlemen  may  contemplate,  the  formation  of  all  these 
tnstitutions  iol©  one .  family,  like  the  universities  of. 
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Britain,  where  many  colleges  are  united  together  in 
one  body.  It  may  be  contemplated  to  make  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  which  is  an  opulent  city,  the  metropolis  of  the 
west,  and  rapidly  improving  in  its  resources,  wealth 
and  population,  the  centre  of  their  literary  exertions, 
and  the  head  quarters  of  trans-Alleghanian  science. 

The  inaugural  address  of  the  principal  of  Jefferson 
College,  the  system  of  education  in  the  Western  U- 
niversity  of  Pa.  and  the  addresses  of  the  president  of 
the  board  and  the  principal,  indicate  that  those  wes¬ 
tern  institutions,  even  now,  enter  into  a  successful 
competition  with  their  eastern  neighbours.  The  in¬ 
augural  address  of  Mr.  Brown  contains  a  respectable 
vindication  of  the  study  of  the  learned  languages^. 
On  this  subject  little  new  was  to  be  expected,  and 
there  is  little  ;  but  arguments  formerly  advanced  are 
presented  with  considerable  force.  Much  stress,  we 
are  happy  to  see,  is  laid  on  the  cultivation  of  relig¬ 
ious  knowledge,  as  connected  with  the  pursuits  of 
literature.  On  this  subject  the  principal  remarks* 
— “  But  there  is  another  and  higher  object  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  be  included  in  a  system  of  education,  viz: 
moral  arid  religions  instruction.  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  a  strict  attention  to  this  is  required  by  the  laws, 
of  the  college.  It  w’ould  be  a  great  defect,  indeed, 
in  a  course  of  instruction,  to  neglect  that  which  is 
necessary  to  give  a  proper  direction  to  the  whole. 
The  principles  of  morals  will  constitute  a  part  of  the 
regular  studies  of  the.  college,  and  as  time  and  op¬ 
portunities  will  permit,  the  Scriptures  thernselves, 
with  such  other  religious  exercises  as  may,  through 
the  blessing  of  God,  enlighten  the  understanding,  and 
improve  the  heart.”  We  are  happy  to  discover  that 
the  learned  president  has  not  adopted  the  new  di¬ 
vinity,  so  prevalent  to  the  eastward  ;  viz.  that  the  un¬ 
derstanding  needs  no  illumination. 

The  style  of  the  address  is  simple  and  perspicu- 
diis,  without  any  affectation  of  ornament,  and  be¬ 
speaks  solid  learning  and  practical  good  sense.  We 
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augur  the  prosperity  of  Jefferson  college,  under  die 
direction  of  the  author  of  this  excellent  address. 

The  Western  University  of  Pa.  has  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  before  the  public,  but  a  few  months  ago,  as 
an  organized  institution.  The  respectable  names 
recorded  as  trustees  of  the  University,  and  members 
of  the  faculty  give  very  strong  pledges  that  liberality 
and  other  efforts  will  not  be  wanting  to  render  it  re¬ 
spectable,  and  every  way  worthy  of  that  public  pat¬ 
ronage  which  it  solicits.  The  whole  system  of  ed¬ 
ucation  is  exhibited,  as  adopted  from  the  report  of 
a  committee,  composed  of  the  Honourable  Jonathan 
H.  Walker,  president  of  the  United  States  court  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  Morgan  Ne¬ 
ville,  Alexander  Johnston,  jun.  Harmar  Denny, 
George  Poe,  jun.  Walter  Forward  and  Alexander 
Breckenridge,  Esqrs.  It  is  very  extensive.  Not 
less  than  four  years  will  be  occupied  in  the  grammar 
school  department,  and  as  many  in  the  collegiate.  It 
is  the  most  extensive  system  that  we  have  seen  pro¬ 
posed  in  any  of  our  colleges,  and  should  there  be 
even  comparatively  a  small  number  of  youth  in  the 
western  country  willing  to  complete  the  whole  course, 
•and  parents  to  defray  the  expenses,  much  good  will 
result  to  the  commonwealth..  A  dozen  of  youth  who 
shall  have  thoroughly  digested' the  system  before  us,, 
will  be  of  more  value  to  the  community  than  100 
superficially  educated.  '  Much  of  the  plan,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  has  been  taken  from  Glasgow  college,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  course  in  that  ancient-and  venerable  insti¬ 
tution  is  hardly  more  extensive. 

The  names  of  the  eight  classes  are  afl  new,  and  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Greek,  and  though  some  may  think, 
them  quaint,  they  are  simple  and  happily  expressive 
ef  the  several  objects  of  study,  or  grades  of  advance¬ 
ment.  The  gentlemen'  who  have  framed  this  sys¬ 
tem,  are  more  competent  than- we  to  judge  of  the 
state  of  the  western  country,  but  we  fear  the  very 
extent  of  the  course,  will  create  an  alarm,  on  the 
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score  of  time  and  expenditure,  that  may  retard  the 
growth  of  tlie  University.  If  it  grows  at  all,  as  we 
hope  it  will,  they  have  matured  their  plans  wisely. 

The  address  of  the  principal  abounds  with  good 
sense.  He  is  ambitious  of  ornament  in  his  style,  and 
is  not  altogether  unsuccessful.  We  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  a  specimen. — “  It  is  asked,  what  has  the  world 
received  from  the  stream  of  knowledge,  which  rises 
from  the  sources  which  we  have  brought  prominent¬ 
ly  to  view,  and  to  which  we  intimate  that  it  is  so 
deeply  indebted.  Let  a  man  reflect  upon  the  fine, 
but  more  particularly  upon  the  useful  arts, — let  him 
remember  the  savage  dying  his  skin  with  the  weeds 
of  the  forest,  and  let  him  look  upon  the  brillliancy, 
and  variety  of  the  colours,  in  which  we  are  now' 
cloathed, — let  him  remember  the  rude  cottage,  and 
compare  it  with  St.  Paul’s  or  St.  Peter’s, — let  him 
think  of  the  celebrated  ozier  bridge  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  contrast  its  artlessness  with  the  science  which 
is  displayed  in  the  arch  at  Venice, — let  him  place 
before  his.  imagination  the  simple  distaft’,  and  com¬ 
pare  it  with  the  machinery  that  a  single  agency  of 
power  now  conducts  to  the  same  end,— let  him  re¬ 
member  the  rude  canoe  trembling  on  the  little  stream 
it  would  venture  to  cross,  and  bring  it  into  the  same 
picture  with  the  first  rale  man-of-war  rolling  upon 
the  mighty  ocean  ; — in  a  word,  let  him  imagirre  that 
he  himself  is  sent  to  traverse,  with  some  of  the  ear¬ 
ly  natives,  the  forests  and  the  brakes  which  grew 
where  some  of  the  most  populous  cities  of  Christen¬ 
dom  now  stand  ;  .and  that  as  he  walked  with  his  bow 
in  his  hands,  these  with  all  their  science,  their  arts, 
and  their  manufactures,  as  by  enchantment,  arose 
before  him ;  and  he  will  see  that  there  have  been 
Somewhere  or  other,  cogent  energies  in  operation  for 
the  prosperity  and  aggrandizement  of  marrkind.” 
This  is  a  just  specimen  of  the  style  of  the  address,. 
It  is  quite  as  florid  as  the  d  ignity  of  the'occasion  r»*-- 
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quired,  and  as  is  suitable  to  the  gravity  of  an  erudite 
principal,  upon  his  inauguration  as  the  head  of  a  uni* 
versity. 

The  address,  however,  taken  on  the  whole,  is  ve¬ 
ry  creditable  to  the  learning,  taste,  and  general  read¬ 
ing  of  the  principal,  and  indicates  a  mind  enlarged 
by  liberal  study,  and  intercourse  with  men  of  learn¬ 
ing.  We  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  relig.- 
ion  occuj)}'  a  more  prominent  place  among  the  top¬ 
ics  selected  for  discussion. 

Though  no  ground  of  special  charge  against  the 
system  of  this  institution  or  that  of  Jefferson  college, 
yet  it  ought  to  be  remarked  that  the  almost  total  ne¬ 
glect  of  the  study  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  is  a  cap¬ 
ital  defect  m  our  systems  of  collegiate  education. 
Can  any  thing  be  more  preposterous,  than  that  youth, 
especially  those  designed  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel,  should  spend  four  or  five  years,  in  the  study 
of  the  heathen  poets,  orators,  philosopliers  and  histo¬ 
rians,  reading  them  carefully  with  commentaries,  and 
looking  for  a  solution  of  every  difficulty ;  while  the 
Hebrew  Bible  is  never  opened,  or  only  a  few  of  its 
chapters  slightly  read  i  Will  any  Bible  believer 
dare  to  say  that  there  is  less  beauty  or  taste  in  the 
composition  ?  None.  The  style  of  the  Hebrew  is 
infinitely  diversified.  The  narrative  parts  are  re^ 
markable  for  their  simplicity,  perspicuity,  concise¬ 
ness  and  energy.  The  style  in  which  the  statutes 
are  recorded  is  unrivalled  for  precision.  Every  one 
of  the  inspired  historians,  has  his  peculiarity  of  dic¬ 
tion.  Job,  the  Psalms  and  the  Prophets,  present  a 
great  variety  of  style  and  imagery.  You  have  speci¬ 
mens  of  all  the  changes,  which  the  Hebrew  language 
underwent  from  the  giving  of  the  law  at  Sinai,  until 
the  return  from  the  Babylonian  captivity.  Models 
of  almost  every  species  of  composition,  so  elegant, 
cannot  be  produced  from  all  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics.  But  it  is  the  moral  and  religious  effect,  on 
which  we  place  the  greatest  emphasis.  Let  Chris- 
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What  was  the  degree  of  consanguinity,  by.  which 
Amasa,  the  chief  captain  of  Absalom’s  rebel  army, 
was  related  to  David  ? 
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ITEMS  OF  INTELLIGENCE. 

•  Two  members  of  the  Newburgh  Bible  Society^ 
about  the  middle  of  last  December  travelled  a  few 
miles  to  the  southwest,  along  the  base  of  the  Kitta- 
tinny  mountains  or  highlands,  for  tlie  purpose  of  dis¬ 
tributing  Bibles  among  the  destitute.  Their  route 
lay  chiefly  through  a  Quaker  settlement.  Some  per¬ 
sons,  of  thirty  or  forty  years  of  age,  were  unable  to 
read  one  word,  and  had  never  had  a  Bible  in  their 
houses. 

In  some  districts,  notone  out  of  three  houses  had 
a  Bible  within  its  walls.  '  Few  children  could  tell 
who  made  them.  The  want  of  the  word  seemed  to 
be  generally  felt,  and  a  desire  to  possess  it  was  ex¬ 
pressed  ;  though  very  few'  were  willing  to  buy  a  co¬ 
py,  even  at  a  very  reduced  price. 

One  neighbourhood  was  nearly  filled  with  copies 
of  the  Scriptures,  by  the  instrumentality  of  a  Baptist 
lady,. who  resided  in  it  for  11  years. 

As  soon  as  the  agents  began  to  travel  into,  the 
plains,  towards  Presbyterian  congregation’s,  they . 
found  a  Bible  in  every  house  and  the  people  willing 
to  buy.  They  were  infoimed  that  the  vallies  a- 
mong  the  mountains,  twenty  miles  wide,  and  forty 
long,  are  peopled  by  small  colonies  of  families,  and 
thousands  ol  people  utterly  destitute  of  the  word 
of  life,  though  most  of  them  have  lived  all  their  lives 
in  sight  of  Christian  congregations  on  the  plains  be¬ 
low.  Are  there  not  extensive  regions  of  the  Apal- 
achian  mountains  in  a  similar  condition  ?  These 
wants  should  be  immediately  supplied,  in  this  age  of 
exertion,  for  the  diffusion  of  gospel  truth.  O ! 
Christian,  awake  to  deeds  of  charity  and  liberality, 
our  neighbours,  “are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.^” 

The  congress  at  Verona  is  dissolved,  and  its  dis¬ 
solution  is  considered  by  the’  editors  of  some  British 
and  French  journals,  as  the  dissolution  of  the  Holy 
All  iance.  \Vhile  in  session  it  granted  leave  to  France 
to  Q^ake.war  on  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  demolish- 
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ing  the  constitution  of  that  kingdom,  and  rendering 
the  king  absolute,  restoring  the  monasteries,  and  no 
doubt  re-establishing  the  inquisition. .  The  French 
army  along  the  Pyrenees  is  greatly  augmenting. 
Spain  has  increased  her  army  to  60,000,  and  is  van¬ 
quishing  at  every  point,  the  rebel  bands  of  the  priests. 
War  between  France  and  Spain  is  considered  by  the 
editors  of  both  the  tory  and  whig  papers  ol  Britain,  as 
inevitable.  The  population  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
is  about  13,000,000.  They  will  certainly  unite  in 
the  defence  of  the  peninsula. 

The  population  of  F'rance  is  about  24,000,000. 
The  mountainous  territories  of  Spain,  and  the  tone 
of  enthusiasm  in  self-defence,  and  the  violent  oppo¬ 
sition  ol  the  French  republican  party,  give  ground 
to  hope  that  Spain  will  be  able  to  defend  her  consti¬ 
tution. 

The  permission  given  to  France,  is  said  to  have 
been  obtained  through  the  influence  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  who  it  is  thought  intends  to  make  war  up¬ 
on  Turkey.  The  vintage  of  the  eartli  is  ripe,  and 
the  angel  is  thrusting  in  his  sickle. 

There  is  not  the  least  allusion  to  a  superintending 
Providence  in  the  late  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  congress* 

Governor  Yates,  in  his  late  address  to  the  legisla-- 
ture  of  New-York,  recommends  thankfulness  at  a 
throne  of  grace,  and  thus  recognizes  the  Christian 
religion.  He  is  an  adherent  member  of  tlie  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  church. 

There  have  been  seven  candidates  proposed  for 
the  next  presidency  of  the  United  States.  Who 
among  the  seven  is  “  an  able  man,  a  fearer  of  God, 
a  man  of  truth,  and  hating  covetousness  ?”*  They 
may  be  all  able  men.  Two  or  three  of  them 
may  not  be  remarkably  covetous.  But  is  there  one 
ol  them  that  gives  evidence  that  he  loves  the  truth 
ol  the  gospel,  by  making  a  profession  of  it,  and  who 

“  r  -  II  - - — . 

^  Ri;.  Kviii, 


'330  Item  of  Intelligence. 

by  a  ^odly  life  and  conversation,  evinces  that  he  fears 
God? 

,  « 

Hoardes-  of  pirates  infest  the  West  India  seas, 
and  are  committing  the  greatest  outrages  on  per¬ 
sons  and  property.  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  are  employing  armaments  for  their  destruc¬ 
tion.  Many  cities  of  Syria  and  Lesser  Asia,  have 
suffered  of  late,  tremendous  calamities  by  earth- 
(ptakes. 

The  war  between  Persia  and  Turkey  still  con¬ 
tinues,  successfully  on  the  part  of  the  former,  with 
whom  the  emperor  of  Russia  is  said  to  be  forming  a 
more  intimate  alliance. 

The  Christian  Herald,  a  Hopkinsian  Magazine, 
published  in  New-York,  when  treating  of  the,  plague 
of  the  last  season,  maintains  (if  we  understand  him) 
notwithstandiwg  the  destruction  of  .ferusalem,  the 
death  of  Herod  Agrippa,  devoured  by  worms,  the 
.seals,  trumpets  and  vials  of  revelation,  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  the  Jews  for  18  centuries,  &c.  that  calami- 
•  _  *' 

tics  under  the  New  Testament  are  not  visitations  for 
sm  ! 

The  congregational  Hopkinsian  association  of  O-- 
neida,  (N.  Y.)  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
^ibject  of  connecting  themselves  with  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  decided  against 
it  on  four  grounds. 

1.  That  they  do  not  believe  in  the  total  depravi¬ 
ty  of  man  by  nature,  and  his  inability  to  do  good. 

2.  Nor  in  Christ’s  having  made  atonement  for  the 
elect  only. 

3.  Nor  in  the  imputation  of  Adam’s  sin. 

4.  Nor  in  the  Presbyterian  form  of  church  gov¬ 
ernment. 

As  all  these  enter  into  the  creed  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church,  they  say  they  cannot  profess  their  be¬ 
lief  in  that  creed,  and  that  experience  has  proved 
that  such  unions  and  professions  do  not  jtroraote  har- 
mony  among  Cnristians. 


